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We have seen many changes in the 
last few weeks. The peaceful poli- 
2 tical atmosphere of the years of war 
has been suddenly troubled by 
speeches, articles, posters full of 
recriminations, accusations, insinua- 
tions. But the storm is only on the 
surface; it does not affect profoundly 
the majority of the population, who 
are too wearied by five years of war, 
too sceptical of political parties, too 
anxious about the future to care much 
about the election radio squabbles 
between Churchill and Attlee. 


. It is difficult to imagine that the 
average man can be greatly impressed 
be or inspired by election propaganda. 
But it is not so difficult to guess that 
he feels slightly disgusted at the 

sudden turning of coats, at the 

startling revelations of the misdeeds 

al of friends of yesterday, at the pride 
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it does, “extra-parliamentary” meth- 
ods are used, such as political intri- 
gues, economic crisis, wars and armed 
revolts. 


By playing the game of the ruling 
class and maintaining people’s faith 
in Parliament the so-called socialist 
parties prevent people from turning 
to the real solution of their problems, 
the overthrow of the State machine 
and the establishment of workers’ 
control over the land and industry. 


The role of the Anarchists during 
the elections may, at first sight, appear 
merely a negative one. We do not 
produce any candidates possessing the 
magic power of solving all the world’s 
problems. We decline to acclaim 
and serve this wonderful man, the 


M.P. who, once in Parliament, is as 
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When we establish a record of the losses suf- 
fered during these five years of war, we shall 
see that they are out of all proportion to the 
wars of the past. To-day this record is still 
incomplete because the counting of the dead, 
as always, takes place after the fighting. 

Up to now, we have only fragmentary figures. 
Put together they express this first fact, unfor- 
tunately incomplete, that the war in Europe has 
taken more than 25 million DEAD. To put it 
in a more human way than figures, it means that 
a population like that of Spain has been crossed 
off the map and history. 


MILITARY LOSSES 


FRANCE, 110,762 killed, 19,315 missing. 
U.S.S.R., the figures vary according to the 
sources. 
Soviet Sources: 5,300,000 dead. 
American Sources: 21,000,000 killed, woun- 
ded, missing, prisoners (no distinction is made 
between civilian and military). 
German Sources: 13,400,000 dead. 


GERMANY, according to Russian information, 
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The following article is reproduced in a 
condensed form from the French newspaper 
Liberation which published it on WE-Day, 
We have hesitated before publishing it as the 
figures seemed to us so high that we thought 
they were probably due to an over-estimation. 
After some of the figures had been confirmed 
by other sources we decided to publish the 
article nevertheless reminding our readers that 
these statistics do not pretend to be accurate 
but to give an idea of the tremendous losses 
suffered by all nations in the war in Europe. 
These do not represent the sum total of war 
dead; the war in the Far East will undoubt- 
ediy prove more costly still than the war in 
Europe. 








JUGOSLAVIA, 300,000 dead in Tito’s troops. 

GREECE, 13,000 killed, 70,000 wounded to 
which one must add 50,000 dead in the parti- 
sans’ struggle. 

Other countries at war: losses unknown up to 
date, 
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We have seen many changes in the 
last few weeks. The peaceful poli- 
tical atmosphere of the years of war 
has been’ suddenly troubled by 
speeches, articles, posters full of 
recriminations, accusations, insinua- 
tions. But the storm is only on the 
surface; it does not affect profoundly 
the majority of the population, who 
are too wearied by five years of war, 
too sceptical of political parties, too 
anxious about the future to care much 
about the election radio squabbles 
between Churchill and Attlee. 


It is diffieult to imagine that the 
average man can be greatly impressed 
or inspired by election propaganda. 
But it is not so difficult to guess that 
he feels slightly disgusted at the 
sudden turning of coats, at the 
startling revelations of the misdeeds 
of friends of yesterday, at the pride 
taken in disunity where unity had 
been continually maintained. 


What could reinforce his scepticism 
more than to see Herbert Morrison 
suddenly charging his late cabinet col- 
leagues with having surrendered to 
vested interests? | And declaring in all 
seriousness that he had the gravest 
doubts about the Government using 
war-time emergency powers for peace 
purposes—a thing he would not have 
hesitated to do himself were he still 
Home Secretary! % 


Bevin, who on his own admission, 
has been repeatedly told by the 
gentlemen of the city what a wonder- 
ful man he was, suddenly accuses the 
steel ring of strangling the steel indus- 
try. The man who denounced dockers’ 
strikes is going back to “his docker’s 


it does, ‘‘extra-parliamentary’’ meth- 
ods are used, such as political intri- 
gues, economic crisis, wars and armed 
revolts. 


By playing the game of the ruling 
class and maintaining people’s faith 
in Parliament the so-called socialist 
parties prevent people from turning 
to the real solution of their problems, 
the overthrow of the State machine 
and the establishment of workers’ 
control over the land and industry. 


The role of the Anarchists during 
the elections may, at first sight, appear 
merely a negative one. We do not 
produce any candidates possessing the 
magic power of solying all the world’s 
problems. We decline to acclaim 
and serve this wonderful man, the 
M.P. who, once in Parliament, is as 
Kropotkin has described him, “A 
veritable Proteus, omniscient and 
omnipotent, to-day a soldier and to- 
morrow a pig-man, successively a 
banker, an academician, a_ street- 
sweeper, doctor, astronomer, drug- 
manufacturer, tanner or contractor 
according to the orders of the day in 
Parliament. Accustomed in his capa- 
city as lawyer, journalist or public 
speaker to talk of things he knows 
nothing about he will vote on all these 
questions but, while in the news- 
papers he merely amused with his 
gossip and in the courts his voice only 
awoke the sleeping judges, in Parlia- 
ment he will make laws for thirty or 
forty million inhabitants.” 


The Anarchists do not believe that 
because an airman has bombed Berlin 


he will be able to defend the workers’ 
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When we establish a record of the losses suf- 
fered during these five years of war, we shall 
see that they are out of all proportion to the 
wars of the past. To-day this record is still 
incomplete because the counting of the dead, 
as always, takes place after the fighting. 

Up to now, we have only fragmentary figures. 
Put together they express this first fact, unfor- 
tunately incomplete, that the war in Europe has 
taken more than 25 million DEAD. To put it 
in a more human way than figures, it means that 
a population like that of Spain has been crossed 
off the map and history. 


MILITARY LOSSES 


FRANCE, 110,762 killed, 19,315 missing. 
U.S.S.R., the figures vary according to the 
sources. 

Soviet Sources: 5,300,000 dead. 

American Sources: 21,000,000 killed, woun- 
ded, missing, prisoners (no distinction is made 
between civilian and military). 

German Sources: 13,400,000 dead. 
GERMANY, according to Russian information, 
8,500,000 dead up to the Ist October, 1944, 


UNITED STATES, 200,000 dead, 97,000 miss- 
ing, 490,000 wounded. 


BRITISH EMPIRE, 310,000 dead, 70,000 miss- 
ing, 425,000 wounded, 


POLAND, 1939 campaign, 900,000 dead, miss- 
ing and prisoners. 
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The following article is reproduced in a 
condensed form from the French newspaper 
Liberation which published it on VE-Day. 
We have hesitated before publishing it as the 
figures seemed to us so high that we thought 
they were probably due to an over-estimation, 
After some of the figures had been confirmed 
by other sources we decided to publish the 
article nevertheless reminding our readers that 
these statistics do not pretend to be accurate 
but to give an idea of the tremendous losses 
suffered by all nations in the war in Europe, 
These do not represent the sum total of war 
dead; the war in the Far East will undoubt- 
ediy prove more costly still than the war in 
Europe. 
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JUGOSLAVIA, 300,000 dead in Tito’s troops, 

GREECE, 13,000 killed, 70,000 wounded to 
which one must add 50,000 dead in the parti- 
sans’ struggle. 

Other countries at war: losses unknown up to 


date. 
CIVILIAN LOSSES 
FRANCE, 100,000 dead in prisons and 


concentration camps in France. 150,000 shot 
(70,000 in Paris). More than 150,000 dead 
through bombing. 

POLAND, 5 million slaughtered or 14.7% of 
the Polish population. 
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days, on a box at the street corner.” 


A few weeks of plain speaking 
against opponents, of lip-service to 
the people’s cause, of talk of justice 
and freedom, all to be forgotten once 
the new Parliament is elected—this 
is what elections mean! 


Whether Labour or the Conserva- 
tives win the results will differ little, 
as both parties are based on a policy 
of exploitation of the workers by the 
capitalist class or the State; a policy 
of oppression of the Colonial people; 
on a Vansittartist policy as far as 
Germany is concerned. 


It is difficult to understand how 
anyone can still believe that Socialism 
ean be achieved by a socialist majority 
in Parliament. There have been the 
examples of Germany, of France, of 
Spain which have shown that even 
when a_ Left-wing majority was 
achieved in Parliament the reactiona- 
ries still preserved their power. In 
Spain they did not hesitate to resort 
to armed revolt to re-establish their 
domination. The ruling class plays 
the parliamentary game as long as it 
does not imperil its supremacy. When 


interests at Westminster; they do not 
believe that a successful lecturer, 
writer, lawyer, public speaker will 
solve their problems for them. They 
refuse to put their faith im incompe- 
tent mediocrities who, as experience 
has shown, once elected to Parliament 
will be coneerned with feathering 
their own nests or rising to govern- 
ment posts. 


We refuse to proclaim. ourselves 
the saviours of the people and we also 
refuse to take sides in the electoral 
struggle. All governments, conserva- 
tive or socialist, exist to defend the 
interests of a minority. Socialist 
governments like others have been the 
tools of the capitalist class and have 
often voted more reactionary mea- 
sures than the Tory governments 
themselves. Higher wages and better 
conditions are not obtained by M.P.’s 
as “concessions” from the capitalist 
class, they are forced upon it by 
workers’ agitation. 


If the workers rely on their own 
strength and are prepared to fight 
with their own weapons they will soon 
bring the ruling class to their knees. 








Whipped Children Work 
Twelve Hours a Day 


The Sudan Plantations Syndicate is 
rubbing its hands. This year’s cotton 
crop has yielded excellent results; it 
is considered one of the best so far 
and it is now going. through the gin- 
ning factories to be made ready for 
export. 


Sudan business men are happy. 
Profits will be high. They are not 
troubled by the fact that they will 
partly be due to their criminal ex- 
ploitation of child labour. The Man- 
chester Guardian, 30/5/45, quoting 
from the Sudan Star, reveals that chil- 


dren of ten to twelve years old work 
for twelve hours daily in the tropical 
atmosphere and that in some factories 
the overseer has a small leather whip 


to stimulate their flagging efforts. 


While condemning this state of 
affairs the Sudan Star warns the Goy- 
ernment not to go too far in reform: 
ing it. The warning is probably quite 
unnecessary; as long as it suits capital- 
ist interests child labour will go on. 
Only a militant working class move- 
ment will be able to impose its aboli- 
tion. 


ee ——FT 
is how a French financial newspaper des- 
cribes the present crisis in the Middle East. 

There is not the slightest doubt that the 


oer ee 


‘question of independence of the Levant 


states is merely the facade of the problem 
and that its solution is to be found less 
at Damascus than at Mosul. Petrol has won 
this war. All military analysts agree on 
that point. All statistics prove it. One 
of the most important tasks of the Allies’ 
air force has been the destruction of the 
sources of German fuel, particularly of the 
factories producing synthetic petrol. 

Now that the war in Europe is finished 
the Great Powers wish to retain their 
strength and to do this they need petrol. 
The “traditional friendship between Britain 
and France, the sentimental links which 
unite these two nations,” all these beautiful 
declarations are put aside. We are talking 
business now. 

Right at the beginning of the present 
crisis, the French minister of foreign affairs, 
Georges Bidault, clearly stated the case. 
“It is essential for us, he said, to make 
sure that the pipeline does carry the petrol 
from Mosul to Tripoli, in Syria. On 
this point we cannot make any concession. 
And it is only by maintaining French troops 
in Syria and Lebanon that we can preserve 
the security of this pipeline.” 

A few days later, General de Gaulle gave 
some details on the importance of French 
interests in the Middle East (which until 
then he had carefully called cultural). 
“France, said de Gaulle, owns one third of 
the Mosul oil.” 

These so-called cultural interests of 
France have been defined in 1920. After 
the liquidation of Turkish Petroleum 
which was controlled by the defeated 
nations, that is to say Germany and Turkey, 
France and Great Britain signed at San- 
Remo an agreement dividing the oil resour- 
ces of the Middle East. According to a 
well-documented article which has appeared 
in the French newspaper Liberation 
(5/6/45) it seems that England had tried 
to frustrate French interests. It is only 
after eight years of court proceedings that 
France succeeded in establishing her right to 
receive, not only the dividends on her shares 
in the Petroleum Company, but above all 
her share of the product of the Mesopo- 
tamian oil fields. This was the key to the 


in the financial profits than in the raw 
materials which were, and still are, essential 
to her position as a great power. 

It was thanks to the intervention of the 
United States that France could establish 
her “rights”. Finally a fair sharing out 
was made between the Royal Dutch, the 
Standard and the Compagnie Frangaise 
des Pétroles. 

But it isn’t enough to extract the oil from 
the fields of Mosul. It must be carried 
to the sea. The best way is to pump it 
through the pipeline or rather the pipelines, 
fot there are two pipes, one running 
through Syria and ending at Tripoli (the 
French one); the other carrying the British 
oil to Haifa in Palestine. ‘The petrol war 
was, and still is waged around these two 
pipelines. 

This war is remarkable by a series of 
incidents instigated in Syria by the British 
Intelligence-Service and in Palestine by the 
Deuxieme Bureau (the French intelligence 
Service). Quite often the struggles, riots, 
revolts take place in the vicinity of these 
pipes which carry what the business men 
all over the world call the “black gold.” 
Parallel to these continuous struggles be- 
tween the rivals of the petrol industry, 
another struggle no less, violent characterises 
the situation in the Middle East. Of 
course this struggle for liberation of the 
peoples of the Levant is only an accident 
to the petrol lords of the Royal Dutch and 
of the Compagnie Frangaise. But they 
know that this kind of “accidents” can 
sometimes be pretty useful. They can also 
become serious obstacles which have to be 
ruthlessly eliminated. 

In the present crisis the French are in 
a position where they must at all costs 
maintain order in the Levant states because 
the struggle for independence of the 
Syrians and the Lebanese goes directly 
against their interests. For the British the 
question is different. They can allow 
themselves to support the demands of Syria 
and Lebanon because they are not directly 
interested in these countries. And at the 
same time they increase their prestige in 
the Arab world. 

And that is why British cruisers anchor 
in Beirut. That is why British bayonets 
clear Damascus of the French garrison, i.e. 
the troops of an Ally and a friend. That 
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it does, ‘‘extra-parliamentary”’ meth- 
xds are used, such as political intri- 
sues, economic crisis, wars and armed 
‘evolts. 


By playing the game of the ruling 
‘lass and maintaining people’s faith 
in Parliament the so-called socialist 
parties prevent people from turning 
o the real solution of their problems, 
the overthrow of the State machine 
ind the establishment of workers’ 
sontrol over the land and industry. 


The role of the Anarchists during 
he elections may, at first sight, appear 
nerely a negative one. We do not 
xroduce any candidates possessing the 
nagic power of solving all the world’s 
xroblems. We decline to acclaim 
ind serve this wonderful man, the 
M.P. who, once in Parliament, is as 
Kropotkin has described him, “A 











power over all the rest. 
resembles a cone, of which all the parts are completely 
in the power of those people, or of that person, who 
happens to be at the apex. 

The apex of the cone is seized by those who are 
moro cunning, audacious and unscrupulous than tho rest, 
or by someone who happens to be the heir of those who 
were audacious and unscrupulous.’ 





"The Government, in the widest sensé, including 

" capitalists and the Preés, is nothing else than an organiza- 
tion which places the greater part of the people in the 
power of a smaller part, who dominate them; that smaller 
part is subject to a yet smaller part, and that again to 
a yet smaller, and so on, reaching at last a few people, 
or one single man, who by means of military force has 


So that all this organization 


LEO TOLSTOY. 
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29,000,000 DEAD 





THE 


When we establish a record of the losses suf- 
fered during these five years of war, we shall 
see that they are out of all proportion to the 
wars of the past. To-day this record is still 
incomplete because the counting of the dead, 
as always, takes place after the fighting. 

Up to now, we have only fragmentary figures. 
Put together they express this first fact, unfor- 
tunately incomplete, that the war in Europe has 
taken more than 25 million DEAD. To put it 
in a more human way than figures, it means that 
a population like that of Spain has been crossed 
off the map and history. 


MILITARY LOSSES 


FRANCE, 110,762 killed, 19,315 missing. 
U.S.S.R., the figures vary according to the 
sources. 
Soviet Sources: 5,300,000 dead. 
American Sources: 21,000,000 killed, woun- 
ded, missing, prisoners (no distinction is made 
between civilian and military). 
German Sources: 13,400,000 dead. 


GERMANY, according to Russian information, 
2 S01). 000 dead up to the lst October, 1944. 








The following article is reproduced in a 
condensed form from the French newspaper 
Liberation which published it on VE-Day. 
We have hesitated before publishing it as the 
figures seemed to us so high that we thought 
they were probably due to an over-estimation. 
After some of the figures had been confirmed 
by other sources we decided to publish the 
article nevertheless reminding our readers that 
these statistics de not pretend to be accurate 
but to give an idea of the tremendous losses 
suffered by all nations in the war in Europe. 
These do not represent the sum total of war 
dead; the war in the Far East will undoubt- 
edly prove more costly still than the war in 
Europe. 





JUGOSLAVIA, 300,000 dead in Tito’s troops. 

GREECE, 13,000 killed, 70,000 wounded to 
which one must add 50,000 dead in the parti- 
sans’ struggle. 

Other countries at war: losses unknown up to 
date. 


‘OST OF WAR 


JUGOSLAVIA, 1,300,000 killed, most of them 
through reprisals. 

U.S.S.R. The Russians talk of millions dead 
without giving precise figures. 

GREECE, 150,000 victims murdered by the 
Bulgarians, Germans and Italians. 450,000 
dead through starvation. 

HOLLAND, 125,000 Jews and members of the 
Resistance Movement killed. 

BRITAIN. Through bombing 60,000 civilians 
killed or missing. 100,000 wounded. 

GERMANY. The total number of people kill- 
ed through bombing is still unknown. At 
Hamburg 100,000 dead; Karlsruhe 46,000 
dead. 250 towns have known a similar fate. 

JEWS. More than 4,000,000 including 
2,600,000 Poles) have been exterminated in 
Europe. 


This is a first record of the European phase of 
the second world war. According to the most 
pessimistic estimates Napoleon’s wars, which 
lasted 15 years, killed 2 million people. Be- 
tween 1914 and 1918 the world lost eight and 
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| does, ‘‘extra-parliamentary’’ meth- 
ds are used, such as political intri- 
ues, economic crisis, wars and armed 
evolts. 


By playing the game of the ruling 
lass and maintaining people’s faith 
1 Parliament the so-called socialist 
arties prevent people from turning 
» the real solution of their problems, 
he overthrow of the State machine 
nd the establishment of workers’ 
ontrol over the land and industry. 


The role of the Anarchists during 
he elections may, at first sight, appear 
ierely a negative one. We do not 
roduce any candidates possessing the 
lagic power of solving all the world’s 
roblems. We decline to acclaim 
nd serve this wonderful man, the 
1.P. who, once in Parliament, is as 
wopotkin has described him, “A 
eritable Proteus, omniscient and 
mnipotent, to-day a soldier and to- 
1orrow a pig-man, successively a 
anker, an academician, a_ street- 
weeper, doctor, astronomer, drug- 
ianufacturer, tanner or contractor 
ccording to the orders of the day in 
‘arliament. Accustomed in his capa- 
ity as lawyer, journalist or public 
peaker to talk of things he knows 
othing about he will vote on all these 
uestions but, while in. the news- 
apers he merely amused with his 
ossip and in the courts his voice only 
woke the sleeping judges, in Parlia- 
ient he will make laws for thirty or 
wty million inhabitants.”’ 


The Anarchists do not believe that 
ecause an airman has bombed Berlin 
¢ will be able to defend the workers’ 
iterests at Westminster; they do not 
clieve that a successful lecturer, 
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29,000,000 DEAD 
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When we establish a record of the losses suf- 
fered during these five years of war, we shall 
see that they are out of all proportion to the 
wars of the past. To-day this record is still 
incomplete because the counting of the dead, 
as always, takes place after the fighting. 

Up to now, we have only fragmentary figures. 
Put together they express this first fact, unfor- 
tunately incomplete, that the war in Europe has 
taken more than 25 million DEAD. To put it 
in a more human way than figures, it means that 
a population like that of Spain has been crossed 
off the map and history. 


MILITARY LOSSES 


FRANCE, 110,762 killed, 19,315 missing. 
U.S.S.R., the figures vary according to the 
sources. 
Soviet Sources: 5,300,000 dead. 
American Sources: 21,000,000 killed, woun- 
ded, missing, prisoners (no distinction is made 
between civilian and military). 
German Sources: 13,400,000 dead. 
GERMANY, according to Russian information, 
8,500,000 dead up to the Ist October, 1944. 
UNITED STATES, 200,000 dead, 97,000 miss- 
ing, 490,000 wounded. 

BRITISH EMPIRE, 310,000 dead, 70,000 miss- 
ing, 425,000 wounded. 

POLAND, 1939 campaign, 900,000 dead, miss- 
ing and prisoners. 
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The following article is reproduced in a 
condensed form from the French newspaper 
Liberation which published it on WE-Day. 
We have hesitated before publishing it as the 
figures seemed to us so high that we thought 
they were probably duc to an over-estimation. 
After some of the figures had been confirmed 
by other sources we decided to publish the 
article nevertheless reminding our readers that 
these statistics do not pretend to be accurate 
but to give an idea of the tremendous losses 
suffered by all nations in the war in Europe. 
These do not represent the sum total of war 
dead; the war in the Far East will undoubt- 
ediy prove more costly still than the war in 
Europe. 





JUGOSLAVIA, 300,000 dead in Tito’s troops. 

GREECE, 13,000 killed, 70,000 wounded to 
which one must add 50,000 dead in the parti- 
sans’ struggle. 

Other countries at war: losses unknown up to 
date. 


CIVILIAN LOSSES 
FRANCE, 100,000 dead in prisons and 
concentration camps in France. 150,000 shot 
(70,000 in Paris). More than 150,000 dead 
through bombing. 

POLAND, 5 million slaughtered or 14.7% of 
the Polish population. 
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ST OF WAR 


JUGOSLAVIA, 1,300,000 killed, most of them 
through reprisals. 

U.S.S.R. The Russians talk of millions dead 
without giving precise figures. 

GREECE, 150,000 victims murdered by the 
Bulgarians, Germans and Italians. 450,000 
dead through starvation. 

HOLLAND, 125,000 Jews and members of the 
Resistance Movement killed. 


BRITAIN. Through bombing 60,000 civilians 
killed or missing. 100,000 wounded. 

GERMANY. The total number of people kill- 
ed through bombing is still unknown. At 
Hamburg 100,000 dead; Karlsruhe 46,000 
dead. 250 towns have known a similar fate. 

JEWS. More than — 4,000,000 (including 
2,600,000 Poles) have been exterminated in 
Europe. 


This is a first. record of the European phase of 
the second world war. According to the most 
pessimistic estimates Napoleon’s wars, which 
lasted 15 years, killed 2 million people. Be- 
tween 1914 and 1918 the world lost eight and 
a half million people. Between 1939 and 1945, 
in Europe, there has been more than 25 million 
dead. 


It is a tragic progression, full of anxiety for 
those who realise that a new conflict may 
destroy 20 centuries of civilisation. 


YVES HUGONNET. 





it Smells of Petrol 


The Background of the Syrian Conflict 


“A new phase in the war for petrol”; this 
is how a French financial newspaper des- 
cribes the present crisis in the Middle East. 


whole question. France was less interested 
in the financial profits than in the raw 
materials which were, and still are, essential 


is why Mr. Churchill may proclaim him- 
self the defender of Syrian and Lebanese 
independence. And that is how de Gaulle 


terests at Westminster; they do not 
lieve that a successful lecturer, 
riter, lawyer, public speaker will 
lve their problems for them. They 
fuse to put their faith in incompe- 
nt mediocrities who, as experience 
is shown, once elected to Parliament 
ill be concerned with feathering 
cir own nests or rising to govern- 
ent posts. 


We refuse to proclaim’ ourselves 
© saviours of the people and we also 
fuse to take sides in the electoral 
ruggle. All governments, conserva- 
ve or socialist, exist to defend the 
terests of a minority. Socialist 
»vernments like others have been the 
ols of the capitalist class and have 
‘ten voted more reactionary mea: 
wes than the Tory governments 
iemselves. Higher wages and better 
mditions are not obtained by M.P.’s 
; “concessions” from the capitalist 
ass, they are forced upon it by 
orkers’ agitation. 


If the workers rely on their own 
rength and are prepared to fight 
ith their own weapons they will soon 
ring the ruling class to their knees. 
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ren of ten to twelve years old work 
yw twelve hours daily in the tropical 
tmosphere and that in some factories 
1e overseer has a small leather whip 
» stimulate their flagging efforts. 


While condemning this state of 
ffairs the Sudan Star warns the Goy- 
rmment not to go too far in reform: 
ig it. The warning is probably quite 
nnecessary: as long as it suits capital- 
‘t interests child labour will go on. 
Inly a militant working class move- 
rent will be able to impose its aboli- 
ion. 


is how a French financial newspaper des- 
cribes the present crisis in the Middle East. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the 


‘question of independence of the Levant 


states is merely the facade of the problem 
and that its solution is to be found less 
at Damascus than at Mosul. Petrol has won 
this war. All military analysts agree on 
that point. All statistics prove it. One 
of the most important tasks of the Allies’ 
air force has been the destruction of the 
sources of German fuel, particularly of the 
factories producing synthetic petrol. 

Now that the war in Europe is finished 
the Great Powers wish to retain their 
strength and to do this they need petrol. 
The “traditional friendship between Britain 
and France, the sentimental links which 
unite these two nations,” all these beautiful 
declarations are put aside. We are talking 
business now. 

Right at the beginning of the present 
crisis, the French minister of foreign affairs, 
Georges Bidault, clearly stated the case. 
“Tt is essential for us, he said, to make 
sure that the pipeline does carry the petrol 
from Mosul to Tripoli, in Syria. On 
this point we cannot make any concession. 
And it is only by maintaining French troops 
in Syria and Lebanon that we can preserve 
the security of this pipeline.” 

A few days later, General de Gaulle gave 
some details on the importance of French 
interests in the Middle East (which until 
then he had carefully called cultural). 
“France, said de Gaulle, owns one third of 
the Mosul oil.” 

These so-called cultural interests of 
France have been defined in 1920. After 
the liquidation of Turkish Petroleum 
which was controlled by the defeated 
nations, that is to say Germany and Turkey, 
France and Great Britain signed at San- 
Remo an agreement dividing the oil resour- 
ces of the Middle East. According to a 
well-documented article which has appeared 
in the French newspaper Liberation 
(5/6/45) it seems that England had tried 
to frustrate French interests. It is only 
after eight years of court proceedings that 
France succeeded in establishing her right to 
receive, not only the dividends on her shares 
in the Petroleum Company, but above all 
her share of the product of the Mesopo- 
tamian oil fields. This was the key to the 


in the financial profits than in the raw 
materials which were, and still are, essential 
to her position as a great power. 

It was thanks to the intervention of the 
United States that France could establish 
her “rights”. Finally a fair sharing out 
was made between the Royal Dutch, the 
Standard and the Compagnie Frangaise 
des Pétroles. 

But it isn’t enough to extract the oil from 
the fields of Mosul. It must be carried 
to the sea. The best way is to pump it 
through the pipeline or rather the pipelines, 
for there are two pipes, one running 
through Syria and ending at Tripoli (the 
French one); the other carrying the British 
oil to Haifa in Palestine. ‘The petrol war 
was, and still is waged around these two 
pipelines. 

This war is remarkable by a series of 
incidents instigated in Syria by the British 
Intelligence.Service and in Palestine by the 
Deuxieme Bureau (the French intelligence 
Service). Quite often the struggles, riots, 
revolts take place in the vicinity of these 
pipes which carry what the business men 
all over the world call the “black gold.” 
Parallel to these continuous struggles be- 
tween the rivals of the petrol industry, 
another struggle no less violent characterises 
the situation in the Middle East. Of 
course this struggle for liberation of the 
peoples of the Levant is only an accident 
to the petrol lords of the Royal Dutch and 
of the Compagnie Francaise. But they 
know that this kind of “accidents” can 
sometimes be pretty useful. They can also 
become serious obstacles which have to be 
ruthlessly eliminated. 

In the present crisis the French are in 
a position where they must at all costs 
maintain order in the Levant states because 
the struggle for independence of the 
Syrians and the Lebanese goes directly 
against their interests. For the British the 
question is different. They can allow 
themselves to support the demands of Syria 
and Lebanon because they are not directly 
interested in these countries. And at the 
same time they increase their prestige in 
the Arab world. 

And that is why British cruisers anchor 
in Beirut. That is why British bayonets 
clear Damascus of the French garrison, 7.e. 
the troops of an Ally and a friend. That 


sel the defender OF oyrian and Lebanese 
independence. And that is how de Gaulle 
becomes the enemy of Islam. 

Most. probably the present crisis will 
calm down. It will have been another 
phase in this continuous war for petrol. 

To-day to liberal minded people all over 
the world, France appears as the guilty side. 
They remember the French promises of 
independence followed by the arrest of the 
Government of the new independent states. 
They remember the looting of the shops 
of Damascus by the Senegalese. They 
remember and they will remember for a 
long time the bombing of the Syrian capital. 
_ To-day Great Britain protects her pipe- 
lines by playing the role of the champion 
of Syrian and Lebanese independence. 
Liberal minded people are to-day ready to 
forget the bombing by British planes of 
Indian cities, the British oppression in 
Palestine in Egypt and Iraq. They forget 
the famine in India. 

In the Middle East the friendly rival 
imperialists have given one of the most 
cynical examples of what they mean by 
Freedom and Independence. Freedom in 
the Middle East is for them the freedom 
of the oil of Mosul to run through the 
pipelines to Haifa and Tripoli. 

JOHN WOOD. 
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A FEW weeks ago we were in the middle of 

the great atrocity sensation. The news- 
papers published photographs of dead and 
dying prisoners in the concentration camps. 
The news reels filmed the horrors and showed 
them at every cinema in the country. People 
read the newspapers, went to the pictures, and 
were suitably shocked or sceptical, according to 
their state of political disillusionment. 

This in itself was of no great significance, 
for the exposure at this particular time of some- 
thing which they had condoned for ten years 
before was obviously a _ tactical move on 
the part of the government. What seems 
to me of much greater social significance is that 
to-day, a month after the end of the war, nearly 
two months after the atrocity scandal, people 
are still attending the exhibition of horror 
photographs in Regent Street in such numbers 
that queues of hundreds stand outside the doors 
all day and every day—including Sunday. 
They go, not because they are shocked at the 
deeds of the S.S. men, but to satisfy a morbid 
curiosity in looking at these macabre records 
of human degradation and misery. 


The Destruction of Valves 
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It seems to me that these people who stand 
and wait outside the horror exhibitions are 
themselves the victims of a subtle psychological 
process not unlike that which is inflicted physi- 
cally on the inmate of a concentration camp. 
They are the victims of a gradual breaking 
down of ethical standards, analogous to the 
breaking down of individual human pride and 
the actual killing of the incurable recalcitrant 
which: was the object of Nazi practice. They, 
like many millions of others in Europe, while 
thinking they were fighting the Nazis, have 
suffered that brutalisation of feelings and 
atrophy of values in conduct, which were once 
considered the characteristics of the Nazi alone. 
I need only quote a few instances to show 
how people who described themselves as anti- 
Nazis have acted with a needless brutality as 
great as that of the Nazis. ‘There was the great 





sadistic exhibition of the public trial of German 
officers and soldiers in Kharkov, and, following 
their inevitable condemnation, the public execu- 
tion and the films showing the details of slow 
strangling. There was the treatment by mem- 
bers of the French Resistance of women who 
had consorted with German soldiers. These 
women had their heads shaved and were 
paraded through the streets in the same way as 
Nazis paraded women who had relations with 
Jews. There has been the continual clamour 
for victims and more victims on the part of the 
Communists and other sections of the resistance 
movements in various continental countries. 
There was the exhibition of Mussolini and his 
colleagues following their death, when their 
bodies were left in the public square for days 
while people spat on them and fired revolver 
shots into them. There have been the inci- 
dents of elderly Germans, with no Nazi con- 
nections, being forced to bury the decayed bodies 
from the concentration camps, under the muzzles 
of American guns, in just the same way as the 
Jews were made to perform revolting tasks at 
the bidding of the Nazis. 


Some of these acts have been performed by 
individuals, others by the authorities with the 
tacit approval of large numbers of individuals. 
Individual Germans have been blamed for not 
protesting against the atrocities in the concen- 
tration camps. But there has been an alarming 
number of people in England to-day who have 
seen nothing very wrong in atrocities committed 
against the Germans. It would seem that many 
who thought they were attacking Nazism had 
developed an attitude not unlike that inculcated 
by the Nazis. I think it is probable that a 
great many Germans were not very much moved 
by what they knew about concentration camps. 
But I know also that many Englishmen are 
callous to what they have heard of the Indian 
famines, that many otherwise decent Americans 
are supporters of discrimination against Negroes, 
and that millions of Russians choose to forget 
the people who disappear into the forced labour 
camps of the Arctic circle. 


Little Known English Anarchists—6 
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Of the many fine workers for anarchism hail- 
ing from Scotland few have surpassed the “Wee 
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ing a conviction against which McAra appealed, 
fighting his case in the courts and making his- 
tory ac MerArvra o. Rar 


WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 


THE TRIUMPH OF BRUTALITY 





The Root of Brutalisation 


The root of this brutalisation, which at best 
is a callousness towards human suffering and at 
worst an active interest in such suffering, lies in 
the lack of any real feeling of the integrity of 
the individual human being. If we regard men 
as individuals each with the same feelings as 
ourselves, but each with» his own individual 
nature and needs, then we shall accept and 
respect their personal rights. We shall treat 
them with consideration and shall not harm 
them in any avoidable manner. 

If, on the other hand, we regard men as 
names, as clothed bodies without personal needs 
and virtues, then we shall lose sight of their 
rights to freedom, to justice, and, finally, even 
to pity. We shall treat them merely as objects, 
whose destruction is nothing in comparison with 
the supposed good of the collective, the herd. 

The difference between these two attitudes is 
similar to the difference between libertarian and 
authoritarian philosophies and social systems. 
If we are given freedom to develop our own 
personalities, then we shall respect those of other 
people. If we are compelled to regard ourselves 
as ciphers to be used for any foul purpose of 
the collective, to be turned into serfs or cannon 
fodder at the will of the ruling class, then we 
shall tend to regard other people also as name- 
less units without rights or importance. 

We cannot blame the people who have be- 
come brutalised by the effects of living in an 
authoritarian world. They also are the victims 
of an atrocity, for their human feelings have 
been broken in the great Belsen of a war society 
as ruthlessly as the bodies of Jews were broken 
in the Nazi hells. For years, even before the 
war, they were being made callous by the 
poison of brutalised novels and brutalised films. 
Then, since the war, they have been conditioned 
by processes, of which the training of profes- 
sional killers (described by Dwight Macdonald 
in an article in Now No. 4) is only an extreme 
example. The ideal of the governments has been 
a series of nations of depersonalised, obedient 
thugs. Thugs who reacted in the wrong man- 
ner, like Hulten, were eliminated, but those who 
have destroyed German cities and boasted of it 
have been given medals and praise. 

It is inevitable that, after so many years of 
war and regimentation, people should have be- 
come inhuman in their actions. But, where 
inhumanity is the result of external circumstan- 
ces and influences warping the mind, we should 
be careful to condemn the act but to under- 
stand the actor. Above all, we should con- 
demn the social environments and the individuals 
and classes who have caused ordinary men and 
women to act against the generous and_ gentle 
impulses which are the natural expressions of 
social feeling. 


16th JUNE, 1945. 


DEMocrAcy is often thought of as synony- 

mous with Freedom, but in fact democracy 
has more in common with dictatorship than i 
has with freedom, and those who talk of “vital 
democracy’, “real democracy”, “social demo: 
cracy” and the like, merely confuse the issue 
The word means “rule by the people” and sug: 
gests what is in actual fact the case, that in ¢ 
democratic society the people have the right to 
choose their rulers, whereas in a dictatorial 
society they get the chance (if at all) only once. 
By choosing the people who will rule the people 
themselves do not exercise power, their power 
being solely a question of choosing which per- 
son will form the personnel of the State. Hence 
political parties, which only aspire to rule, find 
this arrangement satisfactory to get their per- 
sonnel into power.. It still does not make free- 
dom. The people are still ruled whether in a 
dictatorial or a democratic way: the difference 
being usually only one of degree. Some rulers 
take away civil liberties (which have nothing to 
do with elections and are such things as freedom 
of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom to 
strike, freedom of opinion, religion and non- 
religion, freedom of the individual from com- 
pulsion of various kinds including conscription, 
slave-labour and the rest). A dictatorial state 
would not necessarily need to employ the vio- 
lence used in Germany and Russia—this can 
and has existed in States with a democratic 
form, and contrariwise some States in a dicta- 
torial form have not found it necessary to use 
so much violence as others. The violence is 
only necessary when there is resistance, or when 
the rulers are plain sadists. 

It can be the case that dictatorial measures 
are passed and the form of choosing between 
rulers still remains. Elections have nothing 
whatever to do with freedom. One can appoint 
one’s rulers but cannot force their actions, 
Resistance can stop them from doing as they 
wish, but so it can in any State. Our sole safe+ 
guard “against loss of civil liberties is the fight 
we put up against infractions of civil liberty, 
however large or small, whatever the State is. 
Politicians can pass laws against the masses, 
and still retain the right to sit in Westminster. 


The Career of Politics 


All therefore that Elections mean is the pick+ 
ing and choosing of candidates to enter the 
Parliamentary field. The men themselves look 
on it as a career, which it is, and we quite 
understand their choosing the most profitable 
career open to them in consistence with their 
abilities. ‘The people we fail to understand are 
the dumb-bells who help them on their career 
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like many millions of others in Europe, while 
thinking they were fighting the Nazis, have 
suffered that brutalisation of feelings and 
atrophy of values in conduct, which were once 
considered the characteristics of the Nazi alone. 

I need only quote a few instances to show 
how people who described themselves as _anti- 
Nazis have acted with a needless brutality as 
great as that of the Nazis. There was the great 
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great many Germans were not very much moved 
by what they knew about concentration camps. 
But I know also that many Englishmen are 
callous to what they have heard of the Indian 
famines, that many otherwise decent Americans 
are supporters of discrimination against Negroes, 
and that millions of Russians choose to forget 
the people who disappear into the forced labour 
camps of the Arctic circle. 


Little Known English Anarchists—6 
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Of the many fine workers for anarchism hail- 
ing from Scotland few have surpassed the “Wee 
McAra’”, for his wit, his eloquence and his pluck 
make an outstanding figure. As a speaker he 
preferred to work alone without the assistance 
of a chairman or the use of a platform, being 
thus enabled to move about freely whilst holding 
his meetings. The following sketch from the 
Edinburgh Evening Dispatch approaches as near 
the truth as could be expected from a capitalist 
paper. 

“The personality of one particular ‘orator’ 
seems to outrival all the others, for round him 
the. greatest crowd is invariably attracted. He 
is a short, squat fellow, with a peculiarly square 
jaw; not much to look at, but his flow of ideas 
(whether his own or not one cannot say), is re- 
markable. He will speak for hours on end and 
hold the interested attention of his crowd all the 
time. He is primarily an apostle of Anarchism, 
and his hero Peter Kropotkin, a Russian writer, 
but he takes in the whole universe of contro- 
versy one Sunday or another, and talks of every- 
thing with the same conviction and apparent 
authority with which he lays down the law on 
the abolition of all forms of government. One 
day you will find him raking up old history of 
the South African war: again he is on the 
tariff reform question. Another day the Russo- 
Japanese war occupies his attention. He is al- 
ways up-to-date, and the North Sea incident or 
the Church crisis will be the subject of his 
oratory in turn. The most amusing character- 
istic of this gentleman is that he is thoroughly 
convinced that his particular scheme constitutes 
the panacea for all the ills that this distracted 
world is heir to. Our Anarchist friend will tell 
you that all the other orators are shams:— 
Socialists, if they are Socialists and_ nothing 
more, Independent Labour Party, Co-opera- 
tors—these are all more or less frauds as not 
getting deep enough into the heart of the 
trouble. Of course, he will go on to say there 
are bigger frauds than these in the world, the 
Church of England for instance, even our 
Church at home, two sections of which are now 
flying at each other’s throats for the loaves and 
fishes. Militarism is of course a favourite sub- 
ject, and it is with great delight that he brings 
his power of sarcasm to bear on what he re- 
gards the evils of the system. Such material as 
the subject affords will keep him going for the 
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ing a conviction against which McAra appealed, 
fighting his case in the courts and making his- 
tory as McAra v. Rex. 

Fohn McAra will always be remembered as 
the pioneer of anarchism in Ireland where he 
went early in 1908. He started propaganda in 
Belfast, speaking from the steps of the Customs 
House and every Sunday he drew large crowds, 
was well received and sold large quantities of 
anarchist literature. It was at the time of the 
assassination of King Carlos of Portugal when 
the police in every country were on the alert. 
In Belfast they set a stooge in McAra’s crowd 
to question him and after twisting and turning 
his answer out of recognition, charged him and 
got him three months’ imprisonment. On 
being released he started the meetings again, but 
the police, changing their tactics, saw to it that 
no-one would employ him and he had to leave 
Ireland. Back in Scotland he carried on the 
work of propaganda almost alone. He was a 
favourite amongst the students and was fre- 
quently invited to address the University De- 
bating Society. 

McAra had a fine fighting spirit and devoted 
many years of hard work to the class struggle. 
He was born in the slums and lived and died in 
poverty. Never once did he shirk a fight or toy 
with the idea of compromise; nor was he to be 
bought off by the seeming reforms of the 
socialist politicians, for he knew that the reform- 
ing of society could only be achieved by the 
Social Revolution and to that end he devoted 
his life’s work. He saw lesser men climb to 
fame and power on the backs of the workers, 
but neither fame nor pawer appealed to him. 
Truth was his ideal, the social truth contained 
in the prinicples of revolutionary anarchism. 

MAT KAVANAGH. 
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war, they were being made callous by the 
poison of brutalised novels and brutalised films. 
Then, since the war, they have been conditioned 
by processes of which the training of profes- 
sional killers (described by Dwight Macdonald 
in an article in Now No. 4) is only an extreme 
example. The ideal of the governments has been 
a series of nations of depersonalised, obedient 
thugs. Thugs who reacted in the wrong man- 
ner, like Hulten, were eliminated, but those who 
have destroyed German cities and boasted of it 
have been given medals and praise. 

It is inevitable that, after so many years of 
war and regimentation, people should have be- 
come inhuman in their actions. But, where 
inhumanity is the result of external circumstan- 
ces and influences warping the mind, we should 
be careful to condemn the act but to under- 
stand the actor. Above all, we should con- 
demn the social environments and the individuals 
and classes who have caused ordinary men and 
women to act against the generous and _ gentle 
impulses which are the natural expressions of 
social feeling. 


The Myth of Original Sin 


The story of original sin has been invented by 
theologians to explain the cruelties that exist 
among men. Yet these evils are not born, but 
are acquired in a society that denies the dignity 
of the individual and degrades human values 
below the false values of political abstractions. 
When_men have learnt that the state and the 
nation are only the phantoms that mask the in- 
tentions of privileged classes, when they realise 
fully that mutual respect between individuals is 
the only basis on which a peaceful society can 
be built, they will gain a sufficient sense of the 
value of human happiness to abandon the bru- 
tality that is bred in a regimented world. 

Before we can live in a society where brutality 
will be eliminated, it is necessary that we should 
destroy utterly those institutions of authority 
that have been its principal cause. But we 
should be careful in the process not ourselves 
to become brutal. We should destroy where it 
is necessary, but only because it is necessary, 
and we should do it without any feelings of 
revenge towards what we destroy. The revolu- 
tion that develops ruthless and brutal methods 
is already on the way to becoming another 
tyranny, for it is through this diminution of our 
feelings for others that lack of respect for indi- 
vidual liberty comes in, and thence the accep- 
tance of authority. We must learn from the 
ironic triumph which the Nazis have achieved 
in their hour of destruction, the triumph of see- 
ing their enemies adopting the brutal Nazi rule 
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only necessary when there is resistance, or when 
the rulers are plain sadists. 

It can be the case that dictatorial measures 
are passed and the form of choosing between 
rulers still remains. Elections have nothing 
whatever to do with freedom. One can appoint 
one’s rulers but cannot force their actions, 
Resistance can stop them from doing as they 
wish, but so it can in any State. Our sole safe~ 
guard “against loss of civil liberties is the fight 
we put up against infractions of civil liberty, 
however large or small, whatever the State is, 
Politicians can pass laws against the masses, 
and still retain the right to sit in Westminster, 


The Career of Politics 


All therefore that Elections mean is the pick 
ing and choosing of candidates to enter the 
Parliamentary field. The men themselves look 
on it as a career, which it is, and we quite 
understand their choosing the most profitable 
career open to them in consistence with their 
abilities. The people we fail to understand are 
the dumb-bells who help them on their career 
with such great enthusiasm. Here again we 
can understand the financier on the one hand 
and the trade union bureaucrat on the other, 
They want to get someone to represent their 
interests against encroachments of other vested 
interests. Their interest in Elections is plain 
to see. The dumb-bells are those honest, enthus- 
iastic and willing volunteers, who take all the 
knocks of electioneering and see others walk off 
with the plums. Afterwards they get disillu- 
sioned and blame it all on to the masses being 
apathetic. Why the devil shouldn’t they be 
apathetic? 

We are asked to believe that the Honourable 
Mr. So-and-So is out to do us good. We 
are flattered. He even shakes our hand (fancy, 
an Honourable and a Major too, he fought the 
Battle of Britain single-handed with only one 
typewriter). “He has served his country well 
in war,” pleads his agent. “All he asks from 
you is the chance to serve his country in peace”. 
(I wrote this thinking it sounded absurd, and 
then Brendan Bracken said it about the Hon, 
Max Aitken, son of the wealthy monopolist 
Lord Beaverbrook). It reminds us of the 
famous slogan that “The rich will do anything 
for the poor except get off their backs”. If they 
were honest they would say they wanted power 
and a career. Everybody knows it anyway, and 
allows for the fact’ even if they’re electioneers, 
Instead, however, they are very humble and self- 
sacrificing, and when they advance their personal 
career they are “serving”. This is simply hum- 
bug, as is shown by the scramble for seats. 
Every so often a constituency association says 
it doesn’t want an M.P. and he stands inde- 
pendently of his association. Although soldiers 
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tariff reform question. Another day the Russo- 
Japanese war occupies his attention. He is al- 
ways up-to-date, and the North Sea incident or 
the Church crisis will be the subject of his 
oratory in turn. The most amusing character- 
istic of this gentleman is that he is thoroughly 
convinced that his particular scheme constitutes 
the panacea for all the ills that this distracted 
world is heir to. Our Anarchist friend will tell 
you that all the other orators are shams:— 
Socialists, if they are Socialists and_ nothing 
more, Independent Labour Party, Co-opera- 
tors—these are all more or less frauds as not 
getting deep enough into the heart of the 
trouble. Of course, he will go on to say there 
are bigger frauds than these in the world, the 
Church of England for instance, even our 
Church at home, two sections of which are now 
flying at each other’s throats for the loaves and 
fishes. Militarism is of course a favourite sub- 
ject, and it is with great delight that he brings 
his power of sarcasm to bear on what he re- 
gards the evils of the system. Such material as 
the subject affords will keep him going for the 
whole afternoon. But his work is not alto- 
gether disinterested. He has at his feet a pile 
of literature which he endeavours to dispose of, 
and he will very adroitly bring his discourse 
round to a point which may be likely to favour 
the sale of one or the other of his pamphlets. 
He will conclude a dissertation on the evils of 
militarism by directing. the attention of the 
crowd to a little pamphlet. ‘Here ye are, he 
will say, ‘WAR by Peter Kropotkin, only one 
penny. But to be fair to him, he prefers to 
hear his own voice to selling pamphlets, which, 
at the probable profit of threepence a dozen is 
a very thankless task when the bulk of the 
crowd are there to get their entertainment for 
nothing. Sales are therefore slow and it is 
with a show of impatient disappointment but 
really with a sense of satisfaction that he gets 
back to more genial work and resumes his argu- 
ment. He pleads for an ideal of society where 
each shall govern himself according to his own 
will, and for the acknowledgement of the equal 
rights of all members of society to accumulated 
wealth. Nationalisation of the means of pro- 
duction is not enough for him, for in that he 
simply sees a number of his fellow workers as 
his masters, and his experience is that the most 
tyrannical master is the foreman who has risen. 
So Anarchist Communism is the one and only 
solution.” 


A native of Edinburgh, it was on his favour- 
ite speaking pitch, the “Mound” he waged his 
great single-handed fight with the local authori- 
ties for the right of public meeting and free 
speech. The authorities issued an order that 
all speakers must have a license and be able to 
produce it before holding a meeting. The other 
speakers, from the Labour Party, the I.L.P. and 
the Socialist Labour Party all complied with the 
order, but McAra defied the law by refusing to 
apply for one and was denounced by the Social- 
ists as the “slum” anarchist. He was summoned 
on two charges of committing a breach of the 
peace and holding a meeting without a license, 
but the case was dismissed. The police then 
took further action against him, this time secur- 


the Qoutn Alprican 


with the idea of compromise; nor Was Ne to 0C 
bought off by the seeming reforms of the 
socialist politicians, for he knew that the reform- 
ing of society could only be achieved by the 
Social Revolution and to that end he devoted 
his life’s work. He saw lesser men climb to 
fame and power on the backs of the workers, 
but neither fame nor pawer appealed to him. 
Truth was his ideal, the social truth contained 
in the prinicples of revolutionary anarchism. 
MAT KAVANAGH. 
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is already on the way to becoming another 
tyranny, for it is through this diminution of our 
feelings for others that lack of respect for indi- 
vidual liberty comes in, and thence the accep- 
tance of authority. We must learn from the 
ironic triumph which the Nazis have achieved 
in their hour of destruction, the triumph of see- 
ing their enemies adopting the brutal Nazi rule 
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were honest they would say they wanted power 
and a career. Everybody knows it anyway, and 
allows for the fact even if they’re electioneers, 
Instead, however, they are very humble and self- 
sacrificing, and when they advance their personal 
career they are “serving”. This is simply hum- 
bug, as is shown by the scramble for seats. 
Every so often a constituency association says 
it doesn’t want an M.P. and he stands inde- 
pendently of his association. Although soldiers 











Part 1 


WILLIAM 


LAW AND WISDOM 


The true principle which ought to be substituted in the 
room of law is that of reason exercising an uncontrolled juris- 
diction upon the circumstances of the case. To this principle 
no objection can arise on the score of wisdom. Law we some- 
times call the wisdom of our ancestors. But this as a strange 
imposition. It was as frequently the dictate of their passion, 
of timidity, jealousy, a monopolising spirit, and a lust of power 
that knew no bounds. Are we not obliged perpetually to revise 
and remodel this misnamed wisdom of our ancestors? to correct 
it by a detection of their ignorance and a condemnation of their 
intolerance? But if men can be found among us whose wisdom 
is equal to the wisdom of law, it will scarcely be maintained 
that the truths they have to communicate will be the worse 
for having no authority but that which they derive from the 
reasons that support them. 

It may however be alleged that “if there be little difficulty 
in securing a current portion of wisdom, there may nevertheless 
be something to be feared from the passions of men. Law 
may be supposed to have been constructed in the tranquil 
serenity of the soul, a suitable monitor to check the inflamed 
mind with which the recent memory of ills might induce us to 
proceed to the exercise of coercion.” This is the most con- 
siderable argument that can be adduced in favour of the prevail- 
ing system, and therefore deserves a mature examination. 

The true answer to this objection is that nothing can be 
improved but in conformity to its nature. If we consult for 
the welfare of man, we must bear perpetually in mind the struc- 
ture of man. It must be admitted that we are imperfect, ignor- 
ant, the slaves of appearances. ‘These defects can be removed 
by no direct method, but only by the introduction of know- 
ledge. A specimen of the indirect method we have in the 
doctrine of spiritual infallibility. It was observed that men were 
liable to error, to dispute forever without coming to a decision, 
to mistake in their most important interests. What was wanting 
was supposed to be a criterion and a judge of controversies. 
What was attempted was to endue truth with a visible form and 
then repair to the oracle we had erected. 

The case respecting law is exactly parallel to this. Men 
were aware of the deceitfulness of appearances and they sought 
a talisman to guard them from imposition. Suppose I were to 
determine at the commencement of every day upon a certain 
code of principles to which I would conform the conduct of the 
day, and at the commencement of every year the conduct of 
the year. Suppose I were. to determine that no circumstances 
should be allowed by the light they afforded to modify my con- 
duct, lest I should become the dupe of appearance and the slave 
of passion. This is a just and accurate image of every system 
of permanence. Such systems are formed upon the idea of 
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stopping the perpetual motion of the machine lest it should 
sometimes fall into disorder. 


THE SUPERCESSION OF LAW 


This consideration must sufficiently persuade an impartial 
mind that, whatever inconveniences may arise from the passions 
of men, the introduction of fixed laws cannot be the genuine 
remedy. Let us consider what would be the operation and pro- 
gressive state of these passions provided men were trusted to 
the guidance of their own discretion. Such is the discipline 
that a reasonable state of society employs with respect to man 
in his individual capacity; why should it not be equally valid 
with respect to men acting in a collective capacity? Inexper- 
ience and zeal would prompt me to restrain my neighbour when- 
ever he is acting wrong, and by penalties and inconveniences 
designedly interposed, to cure him of his errors. But reason 
evinces the folly of this proceeding and teaches me that if he 
be not accustomed to depend upon the energies of intellect, he 
will never rise to the dignity of a rational being. As long as a 
man is held in the trammels of obedience and habituated to look 
to some foreign guidance for the direction of his conduct, the 
understanding and the vigor of his mind will sleep. Do I 
desire to raise him to the energy of which he is capable? I 
must teach him to feel himself, to bow to no authority, to ex- 
amine the principles he entertains, and render his mind the 
reason of his conduct. 

The habits which are thus salutary to the individual will 
be equally salutary to the transactions of communities. Men are 
weak at present because they have always been told they are 
weak and must not be trusted with themselves. Take them out 
of their shackles, bid them enquire, reason and judge, and you 
will soon find them very different beings. Tell them that they 
have passions, are occasionally hasty, intemperate and injur- 
ious, but they must be trusted with themselves. Tell them 
that the mountains of parchment in which they have been 
hitherto entrenched are fit only to impose upon ages of super- 
stition and ignorance; that henceforth we will have no depen- 
dence but upon their spontaneous justice; that if their passions 
be gigantic, they must rise with gigantic energy to subdue them; 
that if their decrees be iniquitous, the iniquity shall be their 
own. The effect of this disposition of things will soon be 
visible; mind will rise to the level of its situation; juries and 
umpire will be penetrated with the magnitude of the trust -re- 
posed in them. 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 


It may be no uninstructive spectacle to survey the pro- 
gressive establishment of justice in the state of things which is 
here recommended. At first it may be a few decisions will be 
made uncommonly absurd or atrocious. But the authors of 
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IPH OF BRUTALITY | THE ELECTION 
RACKET 


sadistic exhibition of the public trial of German 
officers and soldiers in Kharkov, and, following 
their inevitable condemnation, the public execu- 
lion and the films showing the details of slow 
strangling. There was the treatment by mem- 
bers of the French Resistance of women who 
had consorted with German soldiers. These 
women had their heads shaved and were 
paraded through the streets in the same way as 
Nazis paraded women who had relations with 
Jews. There has been the continual clamour 
for victims and more victims on the part of the 
Communists and other sections of the resistance 
movements in various continental countries. 
There was the exhibition of Mussolini and his 
colleagues following their death, when their 
bodies were left in the public square for days 
while people spat on them and fired revolver 
shots into them. There have been the inci- 
dents of elderly Germans, with no Nazi con- 
nections, being forced to bury the decayed bodies 
from the concentration camps, under the muzzles 
of American guns, in just the same way as the 
Jews were made to perform revolting tasks at 
the bidding of the Nazis. 


Some of these acts have been performed by 
individuals, others by the authorities with the 
tacit approval of large numbers of individuals. 
Individual Germans have been blamed for not 
protesting against the atrocities in the concen- 
tration camps. But there has been an alarming 
number of people in England to-day who have 
seen nothing very wrong in atrocities committed 
against the Germans. It would seem that many 
who thought they were attacking Nazism had 
developed an attitude not unlike that inculcated 
by the Nazis. I think it is probable that a 
great many Germans were not very much moved 
by what they knew about concentration camps. 
But I know also that many Englishmen are 
callous to what they have heard of the Indian 
famines, that many otherwise decent Americans 
are supporters of discrimination against Negroes, 
and that millions of Russians choose to forget 
the people who disappear into the forced labour 
samps of the Arctic circle. 
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ing a conviction against which McAra appealed, 
fighting his case in the courts and making his- 
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The Root of Brutalisation 


The root of this brutalisation, which at best 
is a callousness towards human suffering and at 
worst an active interest in such suffering, lies in 
the lack of any real feeling of the integrity of 
the individual human being. If we regard men 
as individuals each with the same feelings as 
ourselves, but each with his own individual 
nature and needs, then we shall accept and 
respect their personal rights. We shall treat 
them with consideration and shall not harm 
them in any avoidable manner. 

If, on the other hand, we regard men as 
names, as clothed bodies without personal needs 
and virtues, then we shall lose sight of their 
rights to freedom, to justice, and, finally, even 
to pity. We shall treat them merely as objects, 
whose destruction is nothing in comparison with 
the supposed good of the collective, the herd. 

The difference between these two attitudes is 
similar to the difference between libertarian and 
authoritarian philosophies and social systems. 
If we are given freedom to develop our own 
personalities, then we shall respect those of other 
people. If we are compelled to regard ourselves 
as ciphers to be used for any foul purpose of 
the collective, to be turned into serfs or cannon 
fodder at the will of the ruling class, then we 
shall tend to regard other people also as name- 
less units without rights or importance. 

We cannot blame the people who have be- 
come brutalised by the effects of living in an 
authoritarian world. They also are the victims 
of an atrocity, for their human feelings have 
been broken in the great Belsen of a war society 
as ruthlessly as the bodies of Jews were broken 
in the Nazi hells. For years, even before the 
war, they were being made callous by the 
poison of brutalised novels and brutalised films. 
Then, since the war, they have been conditioned 
by processes, of which the training of profes- 
sional killers (described by Dwight Macdonald 
in an article in Now No. 4) is only an extreme 
example. The ideal of the governments has been 
a series of nations of depersonalised, obedient 
thugs. Thugs who reacted in the wrong man- 
ner, like Hulten, were eliminated, but those who 
have destroyed German cities and boasted of it 
have been given medals and praise. 

It is inevitable that, after so many years of 
war and regimentation, people should have be- 
come inhuman in their actions. But, where 
inhumanity is the result of external circumstan- 
ces and influences warping the mind, we should 
be careful to condemn the act but to under- 
stand the actor. Above all, we should con- 
demn the social environments and the individuals 
and classes who have caused ordinary men and 
women to act against the generous and _ gentle 
impulses which are the natural expressions of 
social feeling. 


DEMOCRACY is often thought of as synony- 

mous with Freedom, but in fact democracy 
has more in common with dictatorship than it 
has with freedom, and those who talk of “vital 
democracy”, ‘real democracy”, “social demo- 
cracy” and the like, merely confuse the issue. 
The word means “rule by the people” and sug- 
gests what is in actual fact the case, that in a 
democratic society the people have the right to 
choose their rulers, whereas in a_ dictatorial 
society they get the chance (if at all) only once. 
By choosing the people who will rule the people 
themselves do not exercise power, their power 
being solely a question of choosing which per- 
son will form the personnel of the State. Hence 
political parties, which only aspire to rule, find 
this arrangement satisfactory to get their per- 
sonnel into power.. It still does not make free- 
dom. The people are still ruled whether in a 
dictatorial or a democratic way: the difference 
being usually only one of degree. Some rulers 
take away civil liberties (which have nothing to 
do with elections and are such things as freedom 
of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom to 
strike, freedom of opinion, religion and non- 
religion, freedom of the individual from com- 
pulsion of various kinds including conscription, 
slave-labour and the rest). A dictatorial state 
would not necessarily need to employ the vio- 
lence used in Germany and Russia—this can 
and has existed in States with a democratic 
form, and contrariwise some States in a dicta- 
torial form have not found it necessary to use 
so much violence as others. The violence is 
only necessary when there is resistance, or when 
the rulers are plain sadists. 

It can be the case that dictatorial measures 
are passed and the form of choosing between 
rulers still remains. Elections have nothing 
whatever to do with freedom. One can appoint 
one’s rulers but cannot force their actions. 
Resistance can stop them from doing as they 
wish, but so it can in any State. Our sole safe- 
guard “against loss of civil liberties is the fight 
we put up against infractions of civil liberty, 
however large or small, whatever the State is. 
Politicians can pass laws against the masses, 
and still retain the right to sit in Westminster. 


The Career of Politics 


All therefore that Elections mean is the pick- 
ing and choosing of candidates to enter the 
Parliamentary field. The men themselves look 
on it as a career, which it is, and we quite 
understand their choosing the most profitable 
career open to them in consistence with their 
abilities. ‘The people we fail to understand are 
the dumb-bells who help them on their career 
with such great enthusiasm, Here again we 





are harassed for reading Anarchist literature, 
there is a rush from high-rankers for seats in 
Parliament—we have read so often that “a high 
officer on Montgomery’s staff” is sitting in such- 
and-such a constituency for any one of the 
three parties, that we imagine Monty’s staff con- 
ferences at the Base must be more hectic than 
the scenes at the Front where the fighting is 
actually done. 


Officer Politicians 


The scramble by officers for seats is rather 
a distasteful one, more so considering it comes 
at a time when the ordinary soldier is forbidden 
to take part in politics and every endeavour is 
made to prevent him from having the slightest 
interest in the world outside his unit. Most of 
these officers who are newcomers to the scene 
can be easily classified. There are those who 
are already M.P.s Some of them have worked 
their ticket by being M.P.s and resigned the 
peace-time commission when trouble starts (like 
the hero in “The Four Feathers” only they 
don’t get any white feathers) yet retain the 
handle of Major, Captain, etc., which sounds 
good and means nothing. Some have concen- 
trated on soldiers and done nothing as M.P.s, 
simply working on staff and base jobs in the 
forces, and so getting “battle honours.” 

_ A few have actually taken an active part 
in the war to justify the propagandist use they 
make of their titles. 

Next come those not yet in Parliament. 
There is the usual Tory complement of sons 
of good families who spend a time in the 
Army after they finish their education, and then 
pass on to politics, all mapped out for them by 
the family fortunes. Next come the largest 
quantity of all: those who have never before 
taken an active part in politics, but quite intel- 
ligently realise it’s a good post-war business— 
a quick way on to the Board of Directors of 
any company. These small-time City business- 
men have usually made a flop of their own 
affairs but have had a taste of power by com- 
manding men as officers in the Army, and want 
to continue what they feel they have a vocation 
for. There are the go-ahead lawyers who feel 
they can use the same wangles in making laws 
as they can in helping to administer them. Most 
of these don’t, however, find their way into the 
Army. They belong to the pool from which 
the candidates from Civvy Street come. 


Labour Brass-Hats 
The Labour Party is going in for officer- 
selection. They have a better chance than the 
Tories in selecting men with “good war records” 
since the Tories chonse mani tar..carminc..fane 
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1g a conviction against which McAra appealed, 
ighting his case in the courts and making his- 
ory as McAra v. Rex. 

Fohn McAra will always be remembered as 
he pioneer of anarchism in Ireland where he 
vent early in 1908. He started propaganda in 
Jelfast, speaking from the steps of the Customs 
louse and every Sunday he drew large crowds, 
vas well received and sold large quantities of 
narchist literature. It was at the time of the 
ssassination of King Carlos of Portugal when 
he police in every country were on the alert. 
n Belfast they set a stooge in McAra’s crowd 
0 question him and after twisting and turning 
lis answer out of recognition, charged him and 
rot. him three months’ imprisonment. On 
seing released he started the meetings again, but 
he police, changing their tactics, saw to it that 
1o-one would employ him and he had to leave 
yeland. Back in Scotland he carried on the 
vork of propaganda almost alone. He was a 
‘avourite amongst the students and was fre- 
juently invited to address the University De- 
rating Society. 

McAra had a fine fighting spirit and devoted 
nany years of hard work to the class struggle. 
He was born in the slums and lived and died in 
noverty. Never once did he shirk a fight or toy 
vith the idea of compromise; nor was he to be 
ought off by the seeming reforms of the 
ocialist politicians, for he knew that the reform- 
ng of society could only be achieved by the 
Social Revolution and to that end he devoted 
tis life’s work. He saw lesser men climb to 
fame and power on the backs of the workers, 
hut neither fame nor pawer appealed to him. 
Truth was his ideal, the social truth contained 
n the prinicples of revolutionary anarchism. 

MAT KAVANAGH. 
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as ruthlessly as the bodies of Jews were broken 
in the Nazi hells. For years, even before the 
war, they were being made callous by the 
poison of brutalised novels and brutalised films. 
Then, since the war, they have been conditioned 
by processes of which the training of profes- 
sional killers (described by Dwight Macdonald 
in an article in Now No. 4) is only an extreme 
example. The ideal of the governments has been 
a series of nations of depersonalised, obedient 
thugs. Thugs who reacted in the wrong man- 
ner, like Hulten, were eliminated, but those who 
have destroyed German cities and boasted of it 
have been given medals and praise. 

It is inevitable that, after so many years of 
war and regimentation, people should have be- 
come inhuman in their actions. But, where 
inhumanity is the result of external circumstan- 
ces and influences warping the mind, we should 
be careful to condemn the act but to under- 
stand the actor. Above all, we should con- 
demn the social environments and the individuals 
and classes who have caused ordinary men and 
women to act against the generous and gentle 
impulses which are the natural expressions of 
social feeling. 


The Myth of Original Sin 


The story of original sin has been invented by 
theologians to explain the cruelties that exist 
among men. Yet these evils are not born, but 
are acquired in a society that denies the dignity 
of the individual and degrades human values 
below the false values of political abstractions. 
When_men have learnt that the state and the 
nation are only the phantoms that mask the in- 
tentions of privileged classes, when they realise 
fully that mutual respect between individuals is 
the only basis on which a peaceful society can 
be built, they will gain a sufficient sense of the 
value of human happiness to abandon the bru- 
tality that is bred in a regimented world. 

Before we can live in a society where brutality 
will be eliminated, it is necessary that we should 
destroy utterly those institutions of authority 
that have been its principal cause. But we 
should be careful in the process not ourselves 
to become brutal. We should destroy where it 
is necessary, but only because it is necessary, 
and we should do it without any feelings of 
revenge towards what we destroy. The revolu- 
tion that develops ruthless and brutal methods 
is already on the way to becoming another 
tyranny, for it is through this diminution of our 
feelings for others that lack of respect for indi- 
vidual liberty comes in, and thence the accep- 
tance of authority. We must learn from the 
ironic triumph which the Nazis have achieved 
in their hour of destruction, the triumph of see- 
ing their enemies adopting the brutal Nazi rule 
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so much violence as others. The violence is 
only necessary when there is resistance, or when 
the rulers are plain sadists. 

It can be the case that dictatorial measures 
are passed and the form of choosing between 
rulers still remains. Elections have nothing 
whatever to do with freedom. One can appoint 
one’s rulers but cannot force their actions. 
Resistance can stop them from doing as they 
wish, but so it can in any State. Our sole safe- 
guard “against loss of civil liberties is the fight 
we put up against infractions of civil liberty, 
however large or small, whatever the State is. 
Politicians can pass laws against the masses, 
and still retain the right to sit in Westminster. 


The Career of Politics 


All therefore that Elections mean is the pick- 
ing and choosing of candidates to enter the 
Parliamentary field. The men themselves look 
on it as a career, which it is, and we quite 
understand their choosing the most profitable 
career open to them in consistence with their 
abilities. The people we fail to understand are 
the dumb-bells who help them on their career 
with such great enthusiasm. Here again we 
can understand the financier on the one hand 
and the trade union bureaucrat on the other. 
They want to get someone to represent their 
interests against encroachments of other vested 
interests. ‘Their interest in Elections is plain 
to see. The dumb-bells are those honest, enthus- 
iastic and willing volunteers, who take all the 
knocks of electioneering and see others walk off 
with the plums. Afterwards they get disillu- 
sioned and blame it all on to the masses being 
apathetic. Why the devil shouldn’t they be 
apathetic? 

We are asked to believe that the Honourable 
Mr. So-and-So is out to do us good. We 
are flattered. He even shakes our hand (fancy, 
an Honourable and a Major too, he fought the 
Battle of Britain single-handed with only one 
typewriter). “He has served his country well 
in war,” pleads his agent. “All he asks from 
you is the chance to serve his country in peace”. 
(I wrote this thinking it sounded absurd, and 
then Brendan Bracken said it about the Hon. 
Max Aitken, son of the wealthy monopolist 
Lord Beaverbrook). It reminds us of the 
famous slogan that “The rich will do anything 
for the poor except get off their backs”. If they 
were honest they would say they wanted power 
and a career. Everybody knows it anyway, and 
allows for the fact’ even if they’re electioncers. 
Instead, however, they are very humble and self- 
sacrificing, and when they advance their personal 
career they are “serving”. This is simply hum- 
bug, as is shown by the scramble for seats. 
Every so often a constituency association says 
it doesn’t want an M.P. and he stands inde- 
pendently of his association. Although soldiers 
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There is the usual Tory complement of sons 
of good families who spend a time in the 
Army after they finish their education, and then 
pass on to politics, all mapped out for them by 
the family fortunes. Next come the largest 
quantity of all: those who have never before 
taken an active part in politics, but quite intel- 
ligently realise it’s a good post-war business— 
a quick way on to the Board of Directors of 
any company. ‘These small-time City business- 
men have usually made a flop of their own 
affairs but have had a taste of power by com- 
manding men as officers in the Army, and want 
to continue what they feel they have a vocation 
for. There are the go-ahead lawyers who feel 
they can use the same wangles in making laws 
as they can in helping to administer them. Most 
of these don’t, however, find their way into the 
Army. They belong to the pool from which 
the candidates from Civvy Street come. 


Labour Brass-Hats 

The Labour Party is going in for officer- 
selection. They have a better chance than the 
Tories in selecting men with “good war records” 
since the Tories choose men for coming from 
the wealthy strata (who may incidentally have 
“good war records”) whereas Labour candidates 
usually don’t have to fish up ‘“‘expenses”. How- 
ever, the Labour Party has only occasionally 
taken advantage of this (Common Wealth has 
cashed in on it more) as in the case of an 
Air Vice Marshal selected as Labour candidate 
for Newark only a few days after the Daily 
Herald had publicised a very sneering letter 
about the Liberals choosing an Air Vice Mar- 
shal, and so trying to cash in on his rank. The 
Labour candidates come mostly from the Trade 
Union bureaucracy—older men, who have been 
through the experiences of government-within- 
government, plus the usual lawyers, solicitors 
and the like. The Liberal Party specialise in 
the business-man with a flair for politics, plus 
the inevitable lawyers; the Conservatives in the 
scion of aristocracy, “born to rule”, and the get- 
rich-quicker who bought his seat after share- 
pushing or marrying a duke’s daughter, with a 
sprinkling of lawyers. 

All are united in one thing, namely, they all 
have “chosen a career.” ‘That career is power. 
So long as government exists, people will make 
a career of ruling the lives of other people. That 
is Democracy. It is a variant of Dictatorship. 
It is not FREEDOM. If Freedom means any- 
thing at all, it means the possibility of living 
one’s life without power at all—-doing as one 
wishes providing one does not infringe other 
people’s liberty. Laws and lawyers are un- 
necessary: politicians not wanted, whether they 
make a career of ruling or do it for nothing. 
Freedom is therefore a society in which one is 
without rule—that is to say, ANARCHY. 
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these decisions will be confounded with the unpopularity and 
disgrace in which they have involved themselves. 
whatever were the original source of law, it soon became cherish- 


In reality, 
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ocialist politicians, for he knew that the reform- 
ng of society could only be achieved by the 
Jocial Revolution and to that end he devoted 
is life’s work. He saw lesser men climb to 
ame and power on the backs of the workers, 
ut neither fame nor pawer appealed to him. 
'yuth was his ideal, the social truth contained 





is already on the way to becoming another 
tyranny, for it is through this diminution of our 
feelings for others that lack of respect for indi- 
vidual liberty comes in, and thence the accep- 
tance of authority. We must learn from the 
ironic triumph which the Nazis have achieved 
in their hour of destruction, the triumph of see- 
ing their enemies adopting the brutal Nazi rule 
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Oo ” 
were honest they would say they wanted power 
and a career. Everybody knows it anyway, and 
allows for the fact even if they’re electioneers. 
Instead, however, they are very humble and self- 
sacrificing, and when they advance their personal 
career they are “serving”. This is simply hum- 
bug, as is shown by the scramble for seats. 
Every so often a constituency association says 
it doesn’t want an M.P. and he stands inde- 
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is Democracy. It is a variant of Dictatorship. 
It is not FREEDOM. If Freedom means any- 
thing at all, it means the possibility of living 
one’s life without power at all—-doing as one 
wishes providing one does not infringe other 
people’s liberty. Laws and lawyers are un- 
necessary: politicians not wanted, whether they 
make a career of ruling or do it for nothing. 


n the prinicples of revolutionary anarchism. 
MAT KAVANAGH. 








of conduct. ; 
GEORGE WOODGOCK. pendently of his association. 





Although soldiers 


Freedom is therefore a society in which one is 
without rule—that is to say, ANARCHY. 








WILLIAM GODWIN ON LAW 


LAW AND WISDOM 


The true principle which ought to be substituted in the 
oom of law is that of reason exercising an uncontrolled juris- 
liction upon the circumstances of the case. To this principle 
10 objection can arise on the score of wisdom. Law we some- 
imes call the wisdom of our ancestors. But this as a strange 
mposition. It was as frequently the dictate of their passion, 
f timidity, jealousy, a monopolising spirit, and a lust of power 
hat knew no bounds. Are we not obliged perpetually to revise 
nd remodel this misnamed wisdom of our ancestors? to correct 
t by a detection of their ignorance and a condemnation of their 
ntolerance? But if men can be found among us whose wisdom 
§ equal to the wisdom of law, it will scarcely be maintained 
hat the truths they have to communicate will be the worse 
or having no authority but that which they derive from the 
easons that support them. 

It may however be alleged that “if there be little difficulty 
nh securing a current portion of wisdom, there may nevertheless 
« something to be feared from the passions of men, Law 
nay be supposed to have been constructed in the tranquil 
erenity of the soul, a suitable monitor to check the inflamed 
nind with which the recent memory of ills might induce us to 
woceed to the exercise of coercion.” This is the most con- 
iderable argument that can be adduced in favour of the prevail- 
1g system, and therefore deserves a mature examination. 

The true answer to this objection is that nothing can be 
nproved but in conformity to its nature. If we consult for 
he welfare of man, we must bear perpetually in mind the struc- 
ure of man. It must be admitted that we are imperfect, ignor- 
nt, the slaves of appearances. ‘These defects can be removed 
y no direct method, but only by the introduction of know- 
sdge. A specimen of the indirect method we have in the 
octrine of spiritual infallibility. It was observed that men were 
able to error, to dispute forever without coming to a decision, 
) mistake in their most important interests. What was wanting 
as supposed to be a criterion and a judge of controversies. 
Vhat was attempted was to endue truth with a visible form and 
nen repair to the oracle we had erected. 

The case respecting law is exactly parallel to this. Men 
ere aware of the deceitfulness of appearances and they sought 
talisman to guard them from imposition. Suppose I were to 
elermine at the commencement of every day upon a certain 
»de of principles to which I would conform the conduct of the 
ay, and at the commencement of every year the conduct of 
e year. Suppose I were to determine that no circumstances 
10uld be allowed by the light they afforded to modify my con- 
uct, lest I should become the dupe of appearance and the slave 
| passion. ‘This is a just and accurate image of every system 
| permanence. Such systems are formed upon the idea of 


stopping the perpetual motion of the machine lest it should 
sometimes fall into disorder. 


THE SUPERCESSION OF LAW 


This consideration must sufficiently persuade an impartial 
mind that, whatever inconveniences may arise from the passions 
of men, the introduction of fixed laws cannot be the genuine 
remedy. Let us consider what would be the operation and pro- 
gressive state of these passions provided men were trusted to 
the guidance of their own discretion. Such is the discipline 
that a reasonable state of society employs with respect to man 
in his individual capacity; why should it not be equally valid 
with respect to men acting in a collective capacity? Inexper- 
ience and zeal would prompt me to restrain my neighbour when- 
ever he is acting wrong, and by penalties and inconveniences 
designedly interposed, to cure him of his errors. But reason 
evinces the folly of this proceeding and teaches me that if he 
be not accustomed to depend upon the energies of intellect, he 
will never rise to the dignity of a rational being. As long as a 
man is held in the trammels of obedience and habituated to look 
to some foreign guidance for the direction of his conduct, the 
understanding and the vigor of his mind will sleep. Do I 
desire to raise him to the energy of which he is capable? I 
must teach him to feel himself, to bow to no authority, to ex- 
amine the principles he entertains, and render his mind the 
reason of his conduct. 

The habits which are thus salutary to the individual will 
be equally salutary to the transactions of communities. Men are 
weak at present because they have always been told they are 
weak and must not be trusted with themselves. Take them out 
of their shackles, bid them enquire, reason and judge, and you 
will soon find them very different beings. Tell them that they 
have passions, are occasionally hasty, intemperate and injur- 
ious, but they must be trusted with themselves. Tell them 
that the mountains of parchment in which they have been 
hitherto entrenched are fit only to impose upon ages of super- 
stition and ignorance; that henceforth we will have no depen- 
dence but upon their spontaneous justice; that if their passions 
be gigantic, they must rise with gigantic energy to subdue them; 
that if their decrees be iniquitous, the iniquity shall be their 
own. The effect of this disposition of things will soon be 
visible; mind will rise to the level of its situation; juries and 
umpire will be penetrated with the magnitude of the trust -re- 
posed in them. 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 


It may be no uninstructive spectacle to survey the pro- 
gressive establishment of justice in the state of things which is 
here recommended. At first it may be a few decisions will be 
made uncommonly absurd or atrocious. But the authors of 


these decisions will be confounded with the unpopularity and 
disgrace in which they have involved themselves. In reality, 
whatever were the original source of law, it soon became cherish- 
ed as a cloak for oppression. Its obscurity was of use to mis- 
lead the inquisitive eye of the sufferer. Its antiquity served to 
divert a considerable part of the odium from the perpetrator of 
the injustice to the author of the law, and still more to disarm 
that odium by the influence of superstitious awe. It was well 
Known that unvarnished, barefaced oppression could not fail to 
be the victim of its own operations. 

The judicial decisions that were made immediately after the 
abolition of law would differ little from those during its empire. 
They would be the decisions of prejudice and habit. But habit, 
having lost the centre about which it revolved, would diminish 
in the regularity of its operations. Those to whom the arbitra- 
tion of any question was entrusted would frequently recollect 
that the whole case was committed to their deliberation, and 
they would not fail occasionally to examine themselves respect= 
ing the reason of those principles which had hitherto passed un- 
converted. Their understandings would grow enlarged in pro- 
portion as they felt the importance of their trust and the un- 
bounded freedom of their investigation. Here then would 
commence an auspicious order of things, of which no under- 
standing of man at present in existence can foretell the result, 
the dethronement of implicit faith and the inauguration of un- 
clouded justice. 

Law is merely relative to the exercise of political force and 
must perish when the necessity for that force ceases, if the 
influence of truth do not still sooner extirpate it from the 
practice of mankind. 


* 
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"THERE is a story being related nowadays that 

a psycho-analyst died and by some clerical 
error of the celestial immigration authorities was 
permitted to ascend to heaven, where he was 
met at the gates by St. Peter, apparently fore- 
warned of his approach. Peter, puffing and 
blowing, and much perturbed by something, 
begged the psycho-analyst’s assistance in treat- 
ing a serious case of paranoia which had just 
arisen. To the analyst’s query as to who was 
thus affected, Peter replied “It’s God, I’m 
afraid.” “Oh,” said the analyst, surprised, 
“and of what particular delusion is His Almight- 
iness the victim?” “It’s terrible, terrible!” 
sighed Peter, “he’s strutting around heaven, 
imagining he’s Churchill.” 


This apocryphal anecdote may perhaps serve 
to remind us of the extraordinarily Church-like 
atmosphere surrounding our political system to- 
day, and the God-like attributes assumed on an 
increasing scale by political leaders of all fac- 
tions in this country (not to mention the elabor- 
ate mythology built around the world’s various 
Fuehrers, Duces, Caudillos, Mikados and Com- 
missars). The most effective weapon in the 
armoury of organized religion in past ages 
(apart from the more radical expedients of tor- 
ture-chamber and the stake and faggots) in its 
divine mission of persuading the people to recog- 
nise its hegemony over their physical and spirit- 
ual lives and destinies, was the convenient fact, 
much emphasized by _ theological pundits 
throughout the centuries, that acceptance of the 
christian faith and belief in the reality of its 
various hierarchies of gods, saints, archangels, 
angels, cherubims, devils, demons, ghosts, hob- 
goblins and other taradiddles and fol-de-rols in 
no way depended upon a rational understanding 
of the dogmas of christianity. No indeed! 
The divine mysteries of the christian faith were 
to be shrouded in a permanent and impenetra- 
ble fog for the ordinary mortal: in fact, the 
mere application of his faculties of reasoning 
and analysis to the claims and taboos of chris- 
tianity would in itself render him gravely liable 
to a charge of heresy with its attendant punish- 
ments. 


The truth of religion was declared in advance 
to be unassailable by its professional exponents, 
and to enforce the peoples’ acceptance of the 
Church every means was used to coerce them 
into support, or at least passive toleration, of its 
dictates. Just as physical obedience was en- 
forced by the threat of rack or flames, so mental 
obedience was ensured by the fact that reason 
was only tolerated in so far as it applied itself 
to the task of justifying and elaborating the 
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“enlightened” State, the Church received a de- 
cisive and permanent defeat; from that time on, 
power over the lives and destinies of mankind 
was vested in the hands of the State and its own 
particular hierarchies of presidents, premiers, 
dictators, statesmen, politicians, diplomats, police 
officials, magistrates and military officers. The 
idols and images of religion were relegated to 
the hearth and the chapel—a subsidiary and 
comparatively unimportant cog in the repressive 
mechanisms of the State machine. 


The Deification of the State 


Slowly but surely, the State and its append- 
ages began itself to assume a _ pseudo-divine 
status, for the overthrow of God did not in 
itself do away with the spiritual subjection of 
mankind: were people to develop a sense of 
independence and self-reliance, a desire for 
absolute freedom, the results would have been 
as fatal to the new secular State as they had 
previously been to the old Church State. So 
the same formula was adopted by capitalist de- 
mocracy—reason was only tolerated in so far 
as it accepted the basic proposition of the in- 
fallibility of the governmental system, the sanc- 
tity of parliamentary institutions and the eternal 
necessity of political leadership. Reason might 
do almost anything—excepr protest against the 
whole monstrous edifice of this new Secular 
Church; and out of the capitalist system emerged 
the new heretic, as well-hated by authority and 
as ostracized by bourgeois morality as was the 
atheist in earlier ages—the revolutionary anar- 
chist. For he had committed the unpardonable 
sin in the eyes of society, he had asserted his 
will to freedom and his negation of all authority; 
consequently the most strenuous efforts of the 
State were reserved to oppose and suppress the 
dangerous heresy of anarchism. 

With the gradual degeneration of the capitalist 
system, authority found it necessary to combat 
more fiercely still this idea of absolute freedom 
(in reality the only freedom) which had budded 
and flowered in the anarchist movement and 
presented an increasingly menacing alternative 
to the weed-bed of authoritarian society. As 
the effeteness and retrogressive nature of capital- 
ist economy became more and more transparent, 
despite all efforts at camouflage by the ruling 
classes, it was clearly perceived by statesmen 
and politicians that something more was needed 
to bolster up people’s slowly waning confidence 
in the inevitability of the governmental system. 


Divine Leaders 


“Tn human form do men create their gods 


_ WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM. 16th JUNE, 1945. 


VOTE WITH YO 


the leaders of the State concerned themselves 
increasingly to surround the figures and institu- 
tions of government with an air of divinity and 
a halo of religious zeal and pure disinterested- 
ness: “in divine form do men create their 
political leaders” so that ultimately no thought 
or action may be free from the dictates of the 
State. In fact, politicians have attempted des- 
perately to create a myth of duty and responsi- 
bility towards the people in order to conceal 
the patently callous opportunism of their lust 
for power; in the words of André Breton, the 
surrealist writer: “They claim to be on the side 
of good sense, wisdom and order, the better to 
satisfy their ignoble appetites, exploit men, pre- 
vent them from liberating themselves—that they 
may the better degrade and destroy men by 
means of ignorance, poverty and war.” 


Never has this parade of wolves in priests’ 
clothing assumed larger or more absurdly hys- 
terical proportions than now. Never has so 
motley a harlequinade postured before the 
people as at the present day, when, with eyes 
cast to heaven and their respective “bibles” 
clasped reverently in their hands, the political 
parties prance demurely before us, eager to 
solicit our benediction and alms so that they 
may recline comfortably for a few years in the 
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benign climate of parliament house, counci 
chamber and committee room, all emphatic is 
their protestations of concern for the happines: 
and welfare’ of mankind, all proffering uniqui 
panaceas whose efficacy they will guarantee i! 
only you will put them in power first! 





The gods, popes and bishops of other age: 
must look down with approbation at the sigh 
of these new disciples, united above their bicker: 
ings in one determination: to prevent the peopl 
from achieving that freedom which is the natura! 
goal of mankind. In this respect the Tory 
Church, Liberal Church, Labour Church. 
Socialist Church and Communist Church are 
as united fundamentally as were the Catholics, 
Protestants, Lutherans, Calvinists, Mormons, 
Catharists, Puritans or Four Square Gospellers. 
No division between religious sects was ever 
greater than their unity against freedom of 
thought; nor is any division between political 
parties greater than their unity against the con- 
cept of individual freedom and all that it im- 


plies. , 
Reject All Gods 


We shall in a few weeks be given the Hob- 
son’s choice of submission to authority, the 
choice between one professional parasite and 








PERSECUTIONS (¢ 


Winston Churchill and other politicians, in 
an endeavour to stampede the public into sup- 
port for one political band wagon or the other, 
are warning us that at some future date we may 
see the establishment of a British Gestapo. 

These accusations from one group and pro- 
testations of innocent intentions from the other, 
are simply dope for the electorate and a deliber- 
ate perversion of incontrovertible fact. We are 
well aware of the trickery and perfidiousness of 
politicians, but we would have thought the recent 
Disaffection Trial of the Anarchists at the Old 
Bailey, revealing the firmly established Political 
Police organisation, too fresh in the public 
memory for this duplicity. 


The political police have been active for a 
considerable time, certainly during the period 
when Bevin, Churchill, Morrison and company 
were collaborating together in the government. 
The suggestion that the British Gestapo are 
operating without the knowledge of the govern- 


For the enlightenment of the ‘innocent’ poli- 
ticians and deluded public, we publish further 
details of the activities of the political police. 


1. From Lancs. a man informs us that a 
police sergeant and detective visited him, sub- 
jected him to questioning, threatenings and in- 
sults” for 15 minutes, because he distributed 
Peace News. 


2. A timber worker was given notice to quil, 
after his employers had received a visit from the 
police, who informed them that this man was 
a known Anarchist. The comrade immediately 
downed tools. 

3. An R.A.F. sergeant: “I am subjected to 
censorship and believe it or not, political cen- 
sorship.” 

4. St. Albans. ‘““These objectionable people 
(police) trail around my old digs and former 
employers making enquiries. It would not be 
so bad if they would venture into the open,” 
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day, and the God-like attributes assumed on an 
increasing scale by political leaders of all fac- 
tions in this country (not to mention the elabor- 
ate mythology built around the world’s various 
Fuehrers, Duces, Caudillos, Mikados and Com- 
missars). The most effective weapon in the 
armoury of organized religion in past ages 
(apart from the more radical expedients of tor- 
ture-chamber and the stake and faggots) in its 
divine mission of persuading the people to recog- 
nise its hegemony over their physical and spirit- 
ual lives and destinies, was the convenient fact, 
much emphasized by theological pundits 
throughout the centuries, that acceptance of the 
christian faith and belief in the reality of its 
various hierarchies of gods, saints, archangels, 
angels, cherubims, devils, demons, ghosts, hob- 
goblins and other taradiddles and fol-de-rols in 
no way depended upon a rational understanding 
of the dogmas of christianity. No indeed! 
The divine mysteries of the christian faith were 
to be shrouded in a permanent and impenetra- 
ble fog for the ordinary mortal: in fact, the 
mere application of his faculties of reasoning 
and analysis to the claims and taboos of chris- 
tianity would in itself render him gravely liable 
to a charge of heresy with its attendant punish- 
ments. 


The truth of religion was declared in advance 
to be unassailable by its professional exponents, 
and to enforce the peoples’ acceptance of the 
Church every means was used to coerce them 
into support, or at least passive toleration, of its 
dictates. Just as physical obedience was en- 
forced by the threat of rack or flames, so mental 
obedience was ensured by the fact that reason 
was only tolerated in so far as it applied itself 
to the task of justifying and elaborating the 
Church’s dogmas. 

Then, in the XVIIIth century came the down- 
fall of God. In the prolonged battles of that 
era between the established Church and the new 
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CRY FROM THE BELLY 


Senator John Overton (Louisania—Demo- 
crat) formally complained in the U.S. Senate 
about. the quality of the menu in the Senate 
restaurant. 

“T haven’t been able to get a steak sandwich 
or a chicken sandwich in quite a while,” he 
said. 

“T want to know what we’re going to do 
about it.” 

Glasgow Evening Times, 24/5/45. 


What is Senator Overton doing about starv- 
ing Europe? 


WHAT? NO GOVERNMENT! 


Fish is being landed in great quantity at 
many points round our coast. There is fish at 
Grimsby, fish at Stornoway, fish everywhere 
except where fish should be—in the shops. We 
have the trawlers and the fishermen and the fish 
—everything to end the fish queue and ease the 
housewife’s burden; everything except the energy 
and enterprise in Whitehall to transfer the fish 
from the quayside to the housewife’s larder. So 
muddled is the situation that fishermen may be 
forced to resort to the criminal folly of throw- 
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absolute freedom, the results would have been 
as fatal to the new secular State as they had 
previously been to the old Church State. So 
the same formula was adopted by capitalist de- 
mocracy—reason was only tolerated in so far 
as it accepted the basic proposition of the in- 
fallibility of the governmental system, the sanc- 
tity of parliamentary institutions and the eternal 
necessity of political leadership. Reason might 
do almost anything—excepr protest against the 
whole monstrous edifice of this new Secular 
Church; and out of the capitalist system emerged 
the new heretic, as well-hated by authority and 
as ostracized by bourgeois morality as was the 
atheist in earlier ages—the revolutionary anar- 
chist. For he had committed the unpardonable 
sin in the eyes of society, he had asserted his 
will to freedom and his negation of all authority; 
consequently the most strenuous efforts of the 
State were reserved to oppose and suppress the 
dangerous heresy of anarchism. 

With the gradual degeneration of the capitalist 
system, authority found it necessary to combat 
more fiercely still this idea of absolute freedom 
(in reality the only freedom) which had budded 
and flowered in the anarchist movement and 
presented an increasingly menacing alternative 
to the weed-bed of authoritarian society. As 
the effeteness and retrogressive nature of capital- 
ist economy became more and more transparent, 
despite all efforts at camouflage by the ruling 
classes, it was clearly perceived by statesmen 
and politicians that something more was needed 
to bolster up people’s slowly waning confidence 
in the inevitability of the governmental system. 


Divine Leaders 


“Jn human form do men create their gods 
and with human qualities do they endow them, 
that so no sphere of man’s activity may be out- 
lawed from divine sanction.” With exactly 
similar aims to those of the creators of religions, 


clothing assumed larger or more absurary Nys~ 
terical proportions than now. Never has so 
motley a. harlequinade postured before the 
people as at the present day, when, with eyes 
cast to heaven and their respective “bibles” 
clasped reverently in their hands, the political 
parties prance demurely before us, eager to 
solicit our benediction and alms so that they 
may recline comfortably for a few years in the 
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parties greater than their unity against the con- 
cept of individual freedom and all that it ime« 
plies. 


Reject All Gods 


We shall in a few weeks be given the Hob- 
son’s choice of submission to authority, the 
choice between one professional parasite and 








PERSECUTIONS C€ 


Winston Churchill and other politicians, in 
an endeavour to stampede the public into sup- 
port for one political band wagon or the other, 
are warning us that at some future date we may 
see the establishment of a British Gestapo. 

These accusations from one group and pro- 
testations of innocent intentions from the other, 
are simply dope for the electorate and a deliber- 
ate perversion of incontrovertible fact. We are 
well aware of the trickery and perfidiousness of 
politicians, but we would have thought the recent 
Disaffection Trial of the Anarchists at the Old 
Bailey, revealing the firmly established Political 
Police organisation, too fresh in the public 
memory for this duplicity. 


The political police have been active for a 
considerable time, certainly during the period 
when Bevin, Churchill, Morrison and company 
were collaborating together in the government. 
The suggestion that the British Gestapo are 
operating without the knowledge of the govern- 
ment, is ludicrous to the extreme, although it is 
only on such occasions as the Old Bailey trial 
in April last that this ominous body is brought 
into public view. 


For the enlightenment of the ‘innocent’ poli- 
ticians and deluded public, we publish further 
details of the activities of the political police. 


1. From Lancs. a man informs us that a 
police sergeant and detective visited him, sub- 
jected him to questioning, threatenings and in- 
sults” for 15 minutes, because he distributed 
Peace News. 


2. A timber worker was given notice to quit, 
after his employers had received a visit from the 
police, who informed them that this man was 
a known Anarchist. The comrade immediately 
downed tools. 

3. An R.A.F. sergeant: “I am subjected to 
censorship and believe it or not, political cen- 
sorship.” 

4. St. Albans. ‘‘These objectionable people 
(police) trail around my old digs and former 
employers making enquiries. It would not be 
so bad if they would venture into the open.” 

5. An insurance worker lost her job, after 
interference from the gestapo, who “‘were making 
routine enquiries’ concerning her Anarchist 
activities. 
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many points round our coast. ‘There is fish a 
Grimsby, fish at Stornoway, fish everywhere 
except where fish should be—in the shops. We 
have the trawlers and the fishermen and the fish 
—everything to end the fish queue and ease the 
housewife’s burden; everything except the energy 
and enterprise in Whitehall to transfer the fish 
from the quayside to the housewife’s larder. So 
muddled is the situation that fishermen may be 
forced to resort to the criminal folly of throw- 
ing their catches back into the sea! 

Daily Mirror, 26/5/45. 


Objection to Anarchism: “You must have a 
Government; if not how could fish be sent 
from Grimby to the housewives?” 
Objection here over-ruled by Daily Mirror 
editorial. 


ENTENTE CORDIALE 


“T Joved the sight of the hammer and sickle 
flaunting proudly over Lombard Street .. .” 
Financial News, Stock Exchange 


Correspondent. 
‘Quoted in the Daily Worker, 11/5/45 
under the heading “The Banks Pay 


Tribute.” 


CANADIAN VERSION— 
GESTAPO /OGPU/SPECIAL 
BRANCH 


Mr. E. B. Jolliffe, leader of the Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation (Socialist) Party in 
Ontario, to-night accused Premier Drew of 
maintaining a secret police force to spy on those 
opposed politically to the Progressive Conserva- 
tive Government. 

Jolliffe claimed that the “gestapo” police had 
compiled 16,000 names on a secret file, includ- 
ing the names of clergymen and people outside 


politics altogether. 
Daily Express, 26/5/45. 


The Labour Party could very well make 
the British secret police a similar election 
issue, if it weren’t for the fact that Labour 
Ministers when in power used it as did the 
Conservatives. 


SOON FORGOTTEN 


“If that declaration has to be made, it can 
be made best from a Britain where Liberalism is 
manifestly dominant. For Liberals have never 
‘sought to interfere with Soviet Russia or to 
‘ostracise her . . . On the other hand, Liberals 
have never flirted, as politicians of our Right 
thave flirted, with Fascist dictators like Musso- 
lini and Franco.” 

Sir William Beveridge, reported in 
Manchester Guardian, 28/5/45. 


Can the new hope of the Liberal Party have 
so soon forgotten its idol, Lloyd George, 
whose Government sent British troops to 
intervene in Russia, and who later on flirted 
with Hitler? 
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TEST FOR A NATION 


England were surprised and often outplayed 
in their Soccer match with France at Wembley, 
the first international match with a Continental 
team in this country since before the war. They 
opposed Frenchmen who played great football 
and at the same time enthused into the game a 
spirit and dash symbolising a new-born nation. 

Sunday Times, 27/5/45. 


STALIN'S FIFTH COLUMN 


The American Communists seem to be on the 
point of making another of their familiar drama- 
tic reversals of policy. 

Ever since Germany attacked Russia in June, 
1941, the American Communists have favoured 
the utmost possible co-operation with the exist- 
ing American Government. They spoke kind 
words about the “free enterprise” system and 
pledged themselves to oppose strikes not only 
during the war but after it. 

A few days ago, however, the Daily W orker, 
the Communist organ in New York City, re- 
printed a long attack on this policy from a 
French Communist source, accompanied by a 
comment by Earl Browder, the American Com- 
munist leader, to the effect that it deserved care- 
ful consideration. Since then several public 
utterances by Communists have attacked the 
Truman Administration for alleged increasing 
hostility to Russia. 

Manchester Guardian, 28/5/45. 


When Russian foreign policy is friendly 
with a country, the local C.P. are 150% 
patriots. Immediately there is the slightest 
clash between the rival imperial interests, 
their policy switches left, to go “revolution- 
ary” if Russia goes to war against their 
country. 


"YOU'RE ANOTHER" 


The phrase, “Caretaker Government” was 
apparently a new one on most people. But it 
isn’t a new idea. 

All Tory Governments are Caretaker Govern- 
ments. 

A caretaker is a person who lives on the pre- 
mises for the sole purpose of looking after the 
interests of the more important people who own 
the property. 

And whatever he does he must never interfere 
with the business of the People Upstairs. 

Yaffle in Reynolds News, 3/6/45. 


Excellent comment, but why only Tory 
Governments ? Have the Labour caretakers 
ever admitted the public? 


i 


sh the Press 


BEHIND THE SLOGANS— 
"RE-EDUCATION" 


Brigadier-General R. A. McClure, head of the 
Psychological Warfare Division at S.H.A.E.F. 
declared: 

“Our policy has been expressed by General 
Eisenhower, who stated that a free Press and a 
free flow of information and ideas should prevail 
in Germany . . . He emphasised, however, that 
there can be no restoration of a free German 
Press in Germany until the elimination of the 
Nazis and the military influence has been com- 


pleted.” 
Yorkshire Post, 26/5/45. 


Hitler’s Mein Kampf is to be made compul- 
sory reading for every German as the Allied oc- 
cupation authorities consider parts of it the best 
proof of Nazi war guilt—Luxemburg radio. 

Daily Express, 26/5/45. 


Gad, sir, General Eisenhower’s right! Ban 
the free German Press and yet the Germans 
read nothing but Hitler’s Mein Kampf! 
That’ll teach ’em to be as much democrats 
as we want them to be, anyway, what? 
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V.D. IN AUSTRALIA 


The N.S.W. Minister of Health, Mr. Kelly, 
has announced that the Government is shortly 
to launch a campaign against venereal disease 
which would, for the first time, employ Press, 
radio, films, public lectures and giant hoarding 
posters. 

Mr. Kelly said that records showed that one 
in 10 of the population became infected with 
venereal disease between birth and the age of 
50, and that to-day incidence of the disease 
among N.S.W. women had never been higher. 

The Standard (N.Z.), 8/3/45. 


LIBERAL LOGIC 


Sir William Beveridge, M.P., said at Truro it 
was clear the Conservatives were going to fight 
the election on Mr. Churchill. 

They are trying to make a conditional sale 
of Winston like the grocer who told his custo- 
mers they could not have a pot of marmalade 
unless they brought a hundredweight of Spam. 

Sir Archibald Sinclair, M.P., opening the 
Liberal Party’s campaign in Scotland, said at 
Paisley: 

“We have given, and we shall continue to 
give, unswerving support to our great warrior 
Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, in prosecuting 
to a victorious conclusion the war against the 
savage Empire of Japan.” 

Sunday Chronicle, 3/6/45, 


The only way Spam will defeat the Japanese 
is to let them have it. 


IN PRAISE OF POVERTY 


The voting in the recent Maori by-election 
was positive proof that the Maoris know exactly 
what to expect if ever the National Party gets 
into power. But Mr. S. W. Smith, Tory MP. 
for the Bay of Islands evidently thinks that it is 
necessary to stress the obvious. 

In an address at a meeting of the Invercargill 
branch of the National Party he is reported t 
have said that it was a startling fact that the 
Maori was better physically and morally durins 
the years of the depression than he was to-day 
Then he was willing to work and ate plain food 
but to-day under social security the Maori wat 
content to receive the benefits and eat tinnec 
foods. The National Party did not subscrib 
to the policy of something for nothing and th 
Maori would have to be educated to see tha 
it was to the advantage of his race to return 
the day when he was willing to work. 

The Standard (N.Z.), 8/3/45 


WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 16th JUNE, 1945. 





WITH YO 


enlightened” State, the Church received a de- 
isive and permanent defeat; from that time on, 
Mower over the lives and destinies of mankind 
vas vested in the hands of the State and its own 
articular hierarchies of presidents, premiers, 
lictators, statesmen, politicians, diplomats, police 
fficials, magistrates and military officers. The 
dols and images of religion were relegated to 
he hearth and the chapel—a subsidiary and 
comparatively unimportant cog in the repressive 
nechanisms of the State machine. 


The Deification of the State 


Slowly but surely, the State and its append- 
wes began itself to assume a _ pseudo-divine 
tatus, for the overthrow of God did not in 
tself do away with the spiritual subjection of 
nankind: were people to develop a sense of 
ndependence and self-reliance, a desire for 
ibsolute freedom, the results would have been 
is fatal to the new secular State as they had 
yreviously been to the old Church State. So 
he same formula was adopted by capitalist de- 
nocracy—reason was only tolerated in so far 
is it accepted the basic proposition of the in- 
allibility of the governmental system, the sanc- 
ity of parliamentary institutions and the eternal 
iecessity of political leadership. Reason might 
lo almost anything—except protest against the 
vhole monstrous edifice of this new Secular 
“hurch; and out of the capitalist system emerged 
he new heretic, as well-hated by authority and 
is ostracized by bourgeois morality as was the 
itheist in earlier ages—the revolutionary anar- 
hist. For he had committed the unpardonable 
in in the eyes of society, he had asserted his 
vill to freedom and his negation of all authority; 
‘onsequently the most strenuous efforts of the 
State were reserved to oppose and suppress the 
langerous heresy of anarchism. 

With the gradual degeneration of the capitalist 
stem, authority found it necessary to combat 
nore fiercely still this idea of absolute freedom 
in reality the only freedom) which had budded 
ind flowered in the anarchist movement and 
wesented an increasingly menacing alternative 
© the weed-bed of authoritarian society. As 
he effeteness and retrogressive nature of capital- 
st economy became more and more transparent, 
lespite all efforts at camouflage by the ruling 
asses, it was clearly perceived by statesmen 
nd politicians that something more was needed 
© bolster up people’s slowly waning confidence 
n the inevitability of the governmental system. 


Divine Leaders 


“In human form do men create their gods 


the leaders of the State concerned themselves 
increasingly to surround the figures and institu- 
tions of government with an air of divinity and 
a halo of religious zeal and pure disinterested- 
ness: “in divine form do men create their 
political leaders” so that ultimately no thought 
or action may be free from the dictates of the 
State. In fact, politicians have attempted des- 
perately to create a myth of duty and responsi- 
bility towards the people in order to conceal 
the patently callous opportunism of their lust 
for power; in the words of André Breton, the 
surrealist writer: ‘“They claim to be on the side 
of good sense, wisdom and order, the better to 
satisfy their ignoble appetites, exploit men, pre- 
vent them from liberating themselves—that they 
may the better degrade and destroy men by 
means of ignorance, poverty and war.” 


Never has this parade of wolves in priests’ 
clothing assumed larger or more absurdly hys- 
terical proportions than now. Never has so 
motley a harlequinade postured before the 
people as at the present day, when, with eyes 
cast to heaven and their respective “bibles” 
clasped reverently in their hands, the political 
parties prance demurely before us, eager to 
solicit our benediction and alms so that they 
may recline comfortably for a few years in the 











benign climate of parliament house, council 
chamber and committee room, all emphatic in 
their protestations of concern for the happiness 
and welfare of mankind, all proffering unique 
panaceas whose efficacy they will guarantee if 
only you will put them in power first! 


The gods, popes and bishops of other ages 
must look down with approbation at the sight 
of these new disciples, united above their bicker- 
ings in one determination: to prevent the people 
from achieving that freedom which is the natural 
goal of mankind. In this respect the Tory 
Church, Liberal Church, Labour Church, 
Socialist Church and Communist Church are 
as united fundamentally as were the Catholics, 
Protestants, Lutherans, Calvinists, Mormons, 
Catharists, Puritans or Four Square Gospellers. 
No division between religious sects was ever 
greater than their unity against freedom of 
thought; nor is any division between political 
parties greater than their unity against the con- 
cept of individual freedom and all that it im- 


plies. 
Reject All Gods 


We shall in a few weeks be given the Hob- 
son’s choice of submission to authority, the 
choice between one professional parasite and 





another—the choice of a condemned man_be- 
tween rope, axe and bullet. Is it too much to 
hope that people will at last reject the choice 
between different evils, and will finally consign 
all gods and their bastard offspring, politicians, 
to the dust-bin in the same terms as did André 
Breton when he remarked: “I have always 
wagered against God, and I regard the little that 
I have won in this world as simply the outcome 
of this bet. The stake (my life) has been so 
ridiculous that I am conscious of having won to 
the full. Everything that is doddering, squint- 
eyed, infamous, sullying and grotesque is con- 
tained for me in this single word: God.” 


Can we not make that same wager against 
human authority in equally unequivocal terms, 
conscious of the fact that if we win, the prize 
is nothing less than liberty? No ballot box 
will give us that liberty, though all political par- 
ties would endow it with the same apparently 
miraculous functions as the top-hat from which 
the conjuror draws rabbits and watches. Only 
by delivering a well-directed, determined and 
powerful kick in the backside of all gods, gov- 
ernments and dictators can liberty be realized. 
And now seems a particularly appropriate time. 
Let us vote with our feet! 


SIMON WATSON TAYLOR. 








PERSECUTIONS CONTINUE 


Winston Churchill and other politicians, in 
an endeavour to stampede the public into sup- 
port for one political band wagon or the other, 
are warning us that at some future date we may 
see the establishment of a British Gestapo. 

These accusations from one group and pro- 
testations of innocent intentions from the other, 
are simply dope for the electorate and a deliber- 
ate perversion of incontrovertible fact. We are 
well aware of the trickery and perfidiousness of 
politicians, but we would have thought the recent 
Disaffection Trial of the Anarchists at the Old 
Bailey, revealing the firmly established Political 
Police organisation, too fresh in the public 
memory for this duplicity. 


The political police have been active for a 
considerable time, certainly during the period 
when Bevin, Churchill, Morrison and company 
were collaborating together in the government. 
The suggestion that the British Gestapo are 
operating without the knowledge of the govern- 
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For the enlightenment of the ‘innocent’ poli- 
ticians and deluded public, we publish further 
details of the activities of the political police. 


1. From Lancs. a man informs us that a 
police sergeant and detective visited him, sub- 
jected him to questioning, threatenings and in- 
sults” for 15 minutes, because he distributed 
Peace News. 

2. A timber worker was given notice to quit, 
after his employers had received a visit from the 
police, who informed them that this man was 
a known Anarchist. The comrade immediately 
downed tools. 

3. An R.A.F. sergeant: “I am subjected to 
censorship and believe it or not, political cen- 
sorship.” 

4. St. Albans. “These objectionable people 
(police) trail around my old digs and former 
employers making enquiries. It would not be 
so bad if they would venture into the open.” 


e CO a ee ee Oe ee ee a a a He oe 


Further substantiation for this insidious perse- 
cution comes from Woolwich and _ Central 
London. 

These visits to employers can only be the 

result of a deliberate policy of odious intimida- 
tion of our friends and comrades, who hold 
opinions contrary to those of people in high 
places controlling the politicial police. 
_ The attack on the livelihood of our comrades 
is an attempt to stamp out the Anarchist move- 
ment, by methods reminiscent of the fascist 
labelling of Jews. It is not surprising that 
prominent politicians are trying to ‘pass the 
buck’ for such a _ police policy, but those 
among us whose bread and butter is threatened, 
give the lie to the cowardly authors of British 
totalitarianism. 

The essence of Anarchism is freedom. Free- 
dom and fascism cannot live Side by side; we 
are determined to continue the struggle for a 
free society and individual liberty. The State 
is equally determined. hy the. wuee of these 





| it accepted the basic proposition of the in- 
llibility of the governmental system, the sanc- 
ty of parliamentary institutions and the eternal 
scessity of political leadership. Reason might 
» almost anything—excepr protest against the 
hole monstrous edifice of this new Secular 
hurch; and out of the capitalist system emerged 
\e new heretic, as well-hated by authority and 
, ostracized by bourgeois morality as was the 
heist in earlier ages—the revolutionary anar- 
iist. For he had committed the unpardonable 
n in the eyes of society, he had asserted his 
ill to freedom and his negation of all authority; 
ynsequently the most strenuous efforts of the 
tate were reserved to oppose and suppress the 
ingerous heresy of anarchism. 

With the gradual degeneration of the capitalist 
stem, authority found it necessary to combat 
lore fiercely still this idea of absolute freedom 
n reality the only freedom) which had budded 
nd flowered in the anarchist movement and 
resented an increasingly menacing alternative 
» the weed-bed of authoritarian society. As 
ie effeteness and retrogressive nature of capital- 
{ economy became more and more transparent, 
sspite all efforts at camouflage by the ruling 
asses, it was clearly perceived by statesmen 
ad politicians that something more was needed 
. bolster up people’s slowly waning confidence 
| the inevitability of the governmental system. 


Divine Leaders 


“In human form do men create their gods 
ad with human qualities do they endow them, 
iat so no sphere of man’s activity may be out- 
wed from divine sanction.” With exactly 


milar aims to those of the creators of religions, 








clasped reverently in their hands, the political 
parties prance demurely before us, eager to 
solicit our benediction and alms so that they 
may recline comfortably for a few years in the 
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We shall in a few weeks be given the Hob- 
son’s choice of submission to authority, the 
choice between one professional parasite and 


SE RRARES EEL GRABS MERCER IUES GEE ASU LYyY UO PCaIZO. 
And now seems a particularly appropriate time. 
Let us vote with our feet! 


SIMON WATSON TAYLOR. 








PERSECUTIONS CONTINUE 


Winston Churchill and other politicians, in 
an endeavour to stampede the public into sup- 
port for one political band wagon or the other, 
are warning us that at some future date we may 
see the establishment of a British Gestapo. 

These accusations from one group and pro- 
testations of innocent intentions from the other, 
are simply dope for the electorate and a deliber- 
ate perversion of incontrovertible fact. We are 
well aware of the trickery and perfidiousness of 
politicians, but we would have thought the recent 
Disaffection Trial of the Anarchists at the Old 
Bailey, revealing the firmly established Political 
Police organisation, too fresh in the public 
memory for this duplicity. 


The political police have been active for a 
considerable time, certainly during the period 
when Bevin, Churchill, Morrison and company 
were collaborating together in the government. 
The suggestion that the British Gestapo are 
operating without the knowledge of the govern- 
ment, is ludicrous to the extreme, although it is 
only on such occasions as the Old Bailey trial 
in April last that this ominous body is brought 
into public view. 









For the enlightenment of the ‘innocent’ poli- 
ticians and deluded public, we publish further 
details of the activities of the political police. 


1. From Lancs. a man informs us that a 
police sergeant and detective visited him, sub- 
jected him to questioning, threatenings and in- 
sults” for 15 minutes, because he distributed 
Peace News. 


2. A timber worker was given notice to quit, 
after his employers had received a visit from the 
police, who informed them that this man was 
a known Anarchist. The comrade immediately 
downed tools. 

3. An R.A.F. sergeant: “I am subjected to 
censorship and believe it or not, political cen- 
sorship.” 

4. St. Albans. “These objectionable people 
(police) trail around my old digs and former 
employers making enquiries. It would not be 


so bad if they would venture into the open.” 

5. An insurance worker lost her job, after 
interference from the gestapo, who “‘were making 
routine enquiries” 
activities. 


concerning her Anarchist 
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England were surprised and often outplayed 
1 their Soccer match with France at Wembley, 
.o firat international match with a Continental 


BEHIND THE SLOGANS— 
"RE-EDUCATION" 


Brigadier-General R. A. McClure, head of the 
Pevchological Warfare Division at.S.H.A.E.F. 


sh the Press 





V.D. IN AUSTRALIA 


The N.S.W. Minister of Health, Mr. Kelly, 
has announced that the Government is shortly 
to launch a campaign against venereal disease 


, ee ee ew 


Further substantiation for this insidious perse- 
cution comes from Woolwich and Central 
London. 

These visits to employers can only be the 

result of a deliberate policy of odious intimida- 
tion of our friends and comrades, who hold 
opinions contrary to those of people in high 
places controlling the politicial police. 
_ The attack on the livelihood of our comrades 
is an attempt to stamp out the Anarchist move- 
ment, by methods reminiscent of the fascist 
labelling of Jews. It is not surprising that 
prominent politicians are trying to ‘pass the 
buck’ for such a police policy, but those 
among us whose bread and butter is threatened, 
give the lie to the cowardly authors of British 
totalitarianism. 

The essence of Anarchism is freedom. Free- 
dom and fascism cannot live side by side; we 
are determined to continue the struggle for a 
free society and individual liberty. The State 
is equally determined, by the use of these 
weapons of prison, suppression and economic 
pressure to reduce us to submission. 





NOT SO CLEAR... 
Pravda, 8/6/45 publishes an article by Leon- 
tyev headed “Colonies and International man- 
dates”, where he states: 

“The U.S.S.R.’s_ position with regard to 
this question of colonial countries and depen- 
dencies is absolutely clear. It is based on 
the principal foundations of our State, which 
is guided by the ideas of Lenin and Stalin 
about the right of every nation to self-deter- 
mination and complete national independence 
and about respect for the rights and inde-. 
pendence of all nations, big or small.” 

How do these principles apply to: 
1, The refusal of the Soviet Government to 
withdraw its troops from Iran? 
2. The G.P.U. terror in Poland? 
3. Austria? 
4. Is Harry Pollitt standing on an anti- 
imperialist platform at the elections? 


PROPHET-POLITICIAN 


Suleiman Murshed Effendi of Lebanon gets 
indignant when people say that he claims to be 
God. He simply considers himself the seventh 
prophet of Islam. This notion came to him at 
the age of 16 when he suffered from malarial 
hallucinations, and it was promptly exploited by 
conniving sheiks. At 18 Suleiman decided the 
sheiks were taking too great a cut and denounced 
them as bogus. Since the Moslems know that 
the seventh prophet heralds the end of the world, 
the Alaouites—Suleiman’s tribe—decided not to 
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EST FOR A NATION 


England were surprised and often outplayed 
. their Soccer match with France at Wembley, 
1e first international match with a Continental 
‘am in this country since before the war. They 
pposed Frenchmen who played great football 
nd at the same time enthused into the game a 
yirit and dash symbolising a new-born nation. 

Sunday Times, 27/5/45. 


STALIN'S FIFTH COLUMN 


The American Communists seem to be on the 
oint of making another of their familiar drama- 
¢ reversals of policy. 

Ever since Germany attacked Russia in June, 
041, the American Communists have favoured 
ie utmost possible co-operation with the exist- 
yz American Government. They spoke kind 
ords about the “free enterprise” system and 
ledged themselves to oppose strikes not only 
uring the war but after it. 

A few days ago, however, the Daily Worker, 
he Communist organ in New York City, re- 
rinted a long attack on this policy from a 
'rench Communist source, accompanied by a 
omment by Earl Browder, the American Com- 
yunist leader, to the effect that it deserved care- 
ul consideration. Since then several public 
tterances by Communists have attacked the 
‘ruman Administration for alleged increasing 
ostility to Russia. 

Manchester Guardian, 28/5/45. 


When Russian foreign policy is friendly 
vith a country, the local C.P. are 150% 
atriots. Immediately there is the slightest 
lash between the rival imperial interests, 
heir policy switches left, to go “revolution- 
ry” if Russia goes to war against their 
ountry. 


"YOU'RE ANOTHER" 


The phrase, “Caretaker Government” was 
pparently a new one on most people. But it 
an’t a new idea. 

All Tory Governments are Caretaker Govern- 
nents. 

A caretaker is a person who lives on the pre- 
nises for the sole purpose of looking after the 
nterests of the more important people who own 
he property. 

And whatever he does he must never interfere 
vith the business of the People Upstairs. 

Yaffle in Reynolds News, 3/6/45. 


ixcellent comment, but why only Tory 
yovernments? Have the Labour caretakers 
ver admitted the public? 





BEHIND THE SLOGANS— 
"RE-EDUCATION" 


Brigadier-General R. A. McClure, head of the 
Psychological Warfare Division at S.H.A.E.F. 
declared: 

“Our policy has been expressed by General 
Eisenhower, who stated that a free Press and a 
free flow of information and ideas should prevail 
in Germany . . . He emphasised, however, that 
there can be no restoration of a free German 
Press in Germany until the elimination of the 
Nazis and the military influence has been com- 


pleted.” 
Yorkshire Post, 26/5/45. 


Hitler’s Mein Kampf is to be made compul- 
sory reading for every German as the Allied oc- 
cupation authorities consider parts of it the best 
proof of Nazi war guilt—Luxemburg radio. 

_ Daily Express, 26/5/45. 
Gad, sir, General Eisenhower’s right! Ban 
the free German Press and yet the Germans 
read nothing but Hitler’s Mein Kampf! 
That’ll teach ’em to be as much democrats 
as we want them to be, anyway, what? 
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V.D. IN AUSTRALIA 


The N.S.W. Minister of Health, Mr. Kelly, 
has announced that the Government is shortly 
to launch a campaign against venereal disease 
which would, for the first time, employ Press, 
radio, films, public lectures and giant hoarding 
posters. 

Mr. Kelly said that records showed that one 
in 10 of the population became infected with 
venereal disease between birth and the age of 
50, and that to-day incidence of the disease 
among N.S.W. women had never been higher. 

The Standard (N.Z.), 8/3/45. 


LIBERAL LOGIC 


Sir William Beveridge, M.P., said at Truro it 
was clear the Conservatives were going to fight 
the election on Mr. Churchill. 

They are trying to make a conditional sale 
of Winston like the grocer who told his custo- 
mers they could not have a pot of marmalade 
unless they brought a hundredweight of Spam. 

Sir Archibald Sinclair, M.P., opening the 
Liberal Party’s campaign in Scotland, said at 
Paisley: 

“We have given, and we shall continue to 
give, unswerving support to our great warrior 
Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, in prosecuting 
to a victorious conclusion the war against the 
savage Empire of Japan.” 

Sunday Chronicle, 3/6/45. 


The only way Spam will defeat the Japanese 
is to let them have it. 


IN PRAISE OF POVERTY 


The voting in the recent Maori by-election 
was positive proof that the Maoris know exactly 
what to expect if ever the National Party gets 
into power. But Mr. S. W. Smith, Tory M.P. 
for the Bay of Islands evidently thinks that it is 
necessary to stress the obvious. 

In an address at a meeting of the Invercargill 
branch of the National Party he is reported to 
have said that it was a startling fact that the 
Maori was better physically and morally during 
the years of the depression than he was to-day. 
Then he was willing to work and ate plain food, 
but to-day under social security the Maori was 
content to receive the benefits and eat tinned 
foods. The National Party did not subscribe 
to the policy of something for nothing and the 
Maori would have to be educated to see that 
it was to the advantage of his race to return to 
the day when he was willing to work. 

The Standard (N.Z.), 8/3/45. 
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imperialist platform at the elections? 


PROPHET-POLITICIAN 


_ Suleiman Murshed Effendi of Lebanon gets 
indignant when people say that he claims to be 
God. He simply considers himself the seventh 
prophet of Islam. This notion came to him at 
the age of 16 when he suffered from malarial 
hallucinations, and it was promptly exploited by 
conniving sheiks. At 18 Suleiman decided the 
sheiks were taking too great a cut and denounced 
them as bogus. Since the Moslems know that 
the seventh prophet heralds the end of the world, 
the Alaouites—Suleiman’s tribe—decided not to 
work any more. The French authorities grew 
alarmed by this state of affairs and buzzed 
Suleiman off to Rakka in exile. This increased 
his popularity. Two years later they released 
pe and used him and his influence for political 
ends. 

I visited the prophet in his mountain resi- 
dence. He weighs 300 pounds and suffers from 
fatty degeneration of the heart. He wore a soiled 
white suit, toted a gun and belched repeatedly 
before lunch. We drank Scotch whisky, had 
wine with our meal and ended up with real 
French champagne. Then Suleiman felt called 
upon to express his political views. (Besides 
being a prophet he is also a duly elected repre- 
sentative of the people—a deputy—his faithful 
having gone to the polls for him.) 

“I am for a middle-of-the-road policy. I am 
for moderation. I am a conservative,” said he 
with an Olympian disregard for the extortion 
and land-seizure suits which were piling up 
against him in the Lebanon courts. 

Life, (U.S.A.), 9/4/45. 


SOCIALIST CAPITALISTS 


_Five Socialist M.P.s are closely connected 
with big business. Three of them are directors 
of public companies which control more than 
£4,100,000. 

Chief among these is Mr. Lewis Silkin, mem- 
ber for Peckham since 1936. He is a solicitor, 
and on the boards of companies with a total 
capital of £2,700,000. 

However, Mr. Silkin is not the richest Social- 
— That honour falls to Mr. George Strauss, 

Mr. Strauss’s company is a family affair, A. 
Strauss & Company, in which he holds a part- 
nership and 10,493 of the 25,000 £1 Preference 
and 95,000 of the 175,000 £1 Ordinary shares. 
Before the war his income was at least £40,000 
a year. 

Mr. Philip Noel-Baker is interested in the 
prosperous firm of Baker, Perkins Company, of 
Northampton. He holds 8,008 Ordinary and 
2,815 Preference shares. 

Evening Standard, 23/5/45. 


CLASS WAR GOES ON 


Detroit police are being taught commando 
tactics to prepare for any serious industrial dis- 
turbances that may come to the “arsenal. of 
democracy” in its war to peace production 


switch. 
Daily Express, 2/6/45. 
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WAR COMMENTARY—FOR. ANARCHISM, 16th JUNE, 1945. 


THE CLASS WAR CARRI 





The strike at Handley Page’s, Cricklewood, 
London, aircraft factory, which began with the 
indirect-production workers withdrawing their 
labour on May 28th, has now. spread until 
practically the entire factory of 7,000 workers 
is involved in a dispute which is a challenge to 
the arbitrary action and flinty attitude of the 
management. 


To the casual reader of the national press the 
strike will appear to be merely a dispute over 
a reduction in a bonus to the non-productive 
workers. The proximity of the elections is 
probably responsible for the changed attitude of 
the capitalist press from the previous blatant 
distortions of strikes to the new iceberg policy, 
of showing a little on the surface but keeping 
the bulk submerged. 


The issues are threefold in this dispute. 


I. The inadequate standard of wages of the 
stores, inspection, progress workers and 
labourers, grouped as indirect-production 
workers. 


2. The use by the management of the Essen- 
tial Works Order as a weapon of intimi- 
dation in a trade dispute. 


3. The deliberate attempt by the manage- 
ment to divide the workers into opposing 
camps. 


WAGES 


The indirect production workers have had to 
face from some months the lowering of wage 
standards through the operation of an output 
bonus scheme, which provided a _ reasonable 

_ standard of wages when production was at a 
high level. A new and unsatisfactory wage 
situation arose when cuts in production were 
made and dispersal units closed down. With 
the decrease in output came the fall in bonus 
which reduced the workers’ income to an in- 
adequate level. 





Strike at Handley | 


Nine months ago the workers affected began 
negotiations, asking for a revision of the output 
bonus scheme; Works and Local Conferences 
referred the matter back as a domestic issue be. 
tween workers and management. A request to 
the management for an interview was completely 
ignored. Repeated attempts by the workers to 
negotiate within existing agreements between the 
workers and management for the levelling up 
of basic rates of wages were rejected by the 
latter on the grounds of “pending redundancy’. 


The indirect-production workers were faced 
with the alternative of continuing to work on 
inadequate wages or withdrawing their labour. 
Their unanimous decision was for strike action, 


The management countered by offering to 
review certain individual cases, an offer which 
was rejected by the strikers as ‘‘not a proper 
basis for Trade Unionists to return to work.” 


MANAGEMENT’S E.W.O. WEAPON 


The next obvious intention of the management 
of Handley Page’s was if possible to break the 
strike. Their method is quite unique in dis- 
putes of this kind. They were aware that a 
substantial number of production workers would 
have nothing to do because of the withdrawal 
of indirect-production labour, so on May 29th, 
notices were posted in the factory giving four 
days’ notice of their intention to suspend the 
guaranteed week in accordance with the E.W.O. 
Article 4, para 1 (h). This meant in effect that 
either they must perform the work normally 
done by their workmates now on strike, that is 
to blackleg, or be sacked. 


Trade Union officials interviewed the manage- 
ment and informed them they would not agree 
to their members acting as blacklegs against the 
strikers, and further objected to the way in 
which the management construed the Essential 
Work Order. The management flatly refused to 
withdraw the notices. 


POLITICAL POLICE 
ALREADY EXIST 


In the first radio speech of the Election cam- 
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Page 
On June 2nd, the management put an _ulti- 
matum to certain workers, to do the work nor- 
mally done by the people in dispute or be sus- 
pended, In face of this deplorable situation 
the rest of the Handley Page workers came out. 
The strike policy of “one out—all out” has 
been endorsed in mass meetings of these aircraft 
workers. Confronted with the truculence of the 
management the strikers have issued this state- 
ment: “We place the responsibility for this un- 
desired position squarely where it belongs, upon 
the shoulders of the management, who could at 
any time up to June 2nd have shown a more 
conciliatory attitude towards the indirect-pro- 
duction workers. The dispute having been 
forced upon us, we are determined to see the 
thing through, confident of the support and 
understanding of our fellow workers.” 


A continual condition of war, with totali- 
tarian measures to shackle the workers to the 
war machine is one solution to this type of dis» 
pute. If the politicians and industrialists could 
maintain the high production of weapons such as 
the Handley Page factory turns out, the output 
bonus of workers would not fall to the “present 
inadequate level’. 


The price for such economic arrangement 
would be perpetual fascism, introduced by 
Labour and T.U. bosses to strengthen the pre- 
sent economic system of capitalism in which 
they as well as capitalists have achieved for 
themselves a place of distinction. 


The Handley Page strikers are obviously vic» 
tims of Bevin’s repressive Orders. It is reveal- 
ing to recall the T.U. bosses’ statement on 25th 
May, 1940, when after a special conference they 
agreed to support these “emergency measures” 

. “to preserve the power and functions of 





BRISTOL DOCKERS ¢ 


For the second time within the relatively short 
space of six months or so, the dockers employed 
at the Avonmouth Docks, Bristol, have success- 
fully resisted attempts by their employers, to 
lower the workers’ wage rates and worsen their 
working conditions. Following hard on the dis- 
pute that occurred last October over the num- 
ber of men per gang for heavy work—a dis- 
pute that lasted a week and involved about 5,000 
dockers from the Avonmouth, Birstol City, and 
Portishead Docks—a new attack has been made 
by the bosses upon the worker’s wage-packet. 
Militant action by the dockers scotched a move 
to depress wage rates by splitting up a cargo 
into two different rates, the Government (opera- 
tional) rate and the commercial rate. 


On Monday, May 28th, the attempt was 
made, on a particular ship, to stop the opera- 
tional rate of 34d. per ton and get the men to 
work the other half of the same cargo at the 
commercial rate of 2d. to 24d. per ton. The 
men working this cargo protested immediately, 
and receiving no satisfaction walked off the job. 
The splendid working-class solidarity at these 
docks is only fully appreciated when we learn 
that not very many minutes elapsed before the 
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the men to resume work, pending the inevitable 
negotiations. The dockers did not fall for this 
often-repeated line, for they know full well the 
facts, that the bosses can afford to wait, at the 
workers’ expense, while protracted negotiations 
are carried on indefinitely; that the same nego- 
tiations need boards, committees, etc., which 
provide cushy jobs for union time-servers. The 
strikers stated emphatically that unless they 
were paid a new fixed rate of 34d. per ton for 
all commercial work they would not return to 
work. By this, the men sought first to raise the 
lower rate in order to deprive the bosses of the 
opportunity of using this rate as a means of 
forcing down other rates, and secondly, to de- 
mand the correct rate for the cargo in dispute. 


The following day, the striking dockers again 
rebuffed the pleas of the T.U. officials to return 
to work. The officials were met with angry cries, 
one docker loudly declaiming, “If we are going 
to do operational work, why can’t the bosses 
play the bloody game, and pay us at operational 
rates?” 


Whilst it came as no surprise to many of the 
dockers who have for long been under no illu- 
sion as to the true role of the ‘T,U, bureaucrats, 
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the bulk submerged. 


The issues are threefold in this dispute. 


1. The inadequate standard of wages of the 
stores, inspection, progress workers and 
labourers, grouped as indirect-production 
workers. 


2. The use by the management of the Essen- 
tial Works Order as a weapon of intimi- 
dation in a trade dispute. 


3. The deliberate attempt by the manage- 
ment to divide the workers into opposing 
camps. 

WAGES 

The indirect production workers have had to 
face from some months the lowering of wage 
standards through the operation of an output 
bonus scheme, which provided a _ reasonable 
_ standard of wages when production was at a 
high level. A new and unsatisfactory wage 
situation arose when cuts in production were 
made and dispersal units closed down. With 
the decrease in output came the fall in bonus 
which reduced the workers’ income to an in- 
adequate level. 
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review certain individual cases, an offer which 
was rejected by the strikers as “not a proper 
basis for Trade Unionists to return to work.” 


MANAGEMENT’S E.W.O. WEAPON 


The next obvious intention of the management 
of Handley Page’s was if possible to break the 
strike. Their method is quite unique in dis- 
putes of this kind. They were aware that a 
substantial number of production workers would 
have nothing to do because of the withdrawal 
of indirect-production labour, so on May 29th, 
notices were posted in the factory giving four 
days’ notice of their intention to suspend the 
guaranteed week in accordance with the E.W.O. 
Article 4, para 1 (h). This meant in effect that 
either they must perform the work normally 
done by their workmates now on strike, that is 
to blackleg, or be sacked. 


Trade Union officials interviewed the manage- 
ment and informed them they would not agree 
to their members acting as blacklegs against the 
strikers, and further objected to the way in 
which the management construed the Essential 
Work Order. ‘The management flatly refused to 
withdraw the notices. 


POLITICAL POLICE 
ALREADY EXIST 


In the first radio speech of the Election cam- 
paign he hits out on what one might have 
thought dangerous ground, by basing his 
attacks on the Labour Party on (to quote the 
Daily Express streamer headline next day) 
“GESTAPO IN BRITAIN IF SOCIALISTS 
WIN”. In it he points out: “I declare it to 
you, from the bottom of my heart, that no 
Socialist system can be established without a 
political police. No Socialist Government con- 
ducting the entire life and industry of the 
country could afford to allow free or violently 
worded expression of public discontent. 

“They would have to fall back on some form 
of Gestapo—no doubt very humanely directed 
in the first instance. This would nip opinion in 
the bud. 

“Tt would stop criticism as it reared its head 
and it would gather all the powers to the 
supreme party and the party leaders, rising like 
stately pinnacles above their vast bureaucracies 
of civil servants, no longer servents, no longer 
civil.” - 

This follows on the revelations made in War 
Commentary that the political police already 
exist. The revelations made by Mr, Jolliffe, of 
the Canadian C.C.F., of the political police in 
Ontario directed by the Conservative Prime 
Minister, created a sensation there. We have 
disclosed in this paper that precisely the same 
campaign exists here. And it has been under 
the direction of Mr. Churchill. If it were 
otherwise, let him dismiss Inspector Whitehead 
and Co. immediately, dissolve the Special (poli- 
tical) Branch of the C.I.D., and order an enquiry 
into the allegations made by a paper friendly 
to him (to which we refer later) that the political 
police devotes its activities to such ‘‘campaigns 


spector Thompson was attached to the Special 
Branch of the C.I.D. and a frank admission of 
the duties attached to it, revealed by the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

“Only once has Churchill travelled during 
this war without Thompson. That was when 
the Prime Minister went to Germany this 
year and crossed the Rhine. For there was 
an inviolable rule in force then—no civilians 
allowed across the German frontier. 

“And Detective-Inspector Walter H. Thomp- 
son, in spite of his lifelong work at Special 
Branch—tracking down and arresting Ger- 
man spies in the last war, campaigns against 
man, spies in the last war, campaigns against 
Anarchists, and all the varied work that de- 
partment undertakes—was and is, just a civil- 
ian, unlike Hitler’s, and Mussolini’s, and 
Goring’s shadows and bodyguards of the 
Gestapo, S.S., and the like, with their fancy 
uniforms and pistol holsters prominently dis- 
played.” 

(Our italics). 
Out of our pay packets every week, for which 
in many cases we have to sweat blood, we are 
directly robbed by a legal swindle in order to 
keep in comfort these ferrets, wholly un- 
able to understand the doctrine of free speech, 
whose lives are devoted to political heresy hunts 
by the lowest forms of human behaviour—spy- 
ing, informing, etc.—and who apparently differ 
from the Gestapo and S.S. only by the fact that 
whereas the latter wear “fancy uniforms and 
pistol holsters prominently displayed” the native 
version carries a rolled umbrella, but as the 
Sunday Dispatch assures us, “As well as the 
rolled umbrella it is true, he carries something 
else, something more lethal. An automatic,”’ 





thing through, confident oF the support and 
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BRISTOL DOCKERS 0 


For the second time within the relatively short 
space of six months or so, the dockers employed 
at the Avonmouth Docks, Bristol, have success- 
fully resisted attempts by their employers, to 
lower the workers’ wage rates and worsen their 
working conditions. Following hard on the dis- 
pute that occurred last October over the num- 
ber of men per gang for heavy work—a dis- 
pute that lasted a week and involved about 5,000 
dockers from the Avonmouth, Birstol City, and 
Portishead Docks—a new attack has been made 
by the bosses upon the worker’s wage-packet. 
Militant action by the dockers scotched a move 
to depress wage rates by splitting up a cargo 
into two different rates, the Government (opera- 
tional) rate and the commercial rate. 


On Monday, May 28th, the attempt was 
made, on a particular ship, to stop the opera- 
tional rate of 34d. per ton and get the men to 
work the other half of the same cargo at the 
commercial rate of 2d. to 24d. per ton. The 
men working this cargo protested immediately, 
and receiving no satisfaction walked off the job. 
The splendid working-class solidarity at these 
docks is only fully appreciated when we learn 
that not very many minutes elapsed before the 
whole of the 1,200 dockers were backing up the 
strike action of their comrades. Work on all 
the ships in the dock, with the exception of 
hospital ships, ceased at once. 


Union officials, of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, Dockers Section, performed 
their time-honoured role of trying to persuade 


the men to resume work, pending the inevitable 
negotiations. The dockers did not fall for this 
often-repeated line, for they know full well the 
facts, that the bosses can afford to wait, at the 
workers’ expense, while protracted negotiations 
are carried on indefinitely; that the same nego- 
tiations need boards, committees, etc., which 
provide cushy jobs for union time-servers. The 
strikers stated emphatically that unless they 
were paid a new fixed rate of 34d. per ton for 
all commercial work they would not return to 
work. By this, the men sought first to raise the 
lower rate in order to deprive the bosses of the 
opportunity of using this rate as a means of 
forcing down other rates, and secondly, to de- 
mand the correct rate for the cargo in dispute. 


The following day, the striking dockers again 
rebuffed the pleas of the T.U. officials to return 
to work. The officials were met with angry cries, 
one docker loudly declaiming, “If we are going 
to do operational work, why can’t the bosses 
play the bloody game, and pay us at operational 
rates?” 


Whilst it came as no surprise to many of the 
dockers who have for long been under no illu- 
sion as to the true role of the T.U. bureaucrats, 
large numbers of genuine union men were sick- 
ened by the tactics of the “Unholy Alliance” of 
Employers Association and the Union officials, 
when they jointly issued a statement which 
placed the whole blame of the dispute upon the 
strikers. This infamous statement includes this 
passage: “The stoppage is unofficial and arises 
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GERMAN BOYS SHOT 


At the end of May two boys, aged 16 and 
17, were shot at Wiesbaden by the American 
Army for espionage. The boys said that they 
had been confined in a Hitler Youth disciplinary 
camp, and had been given a chance to rehabili- 
tate themselves if they volunteered for espion- 
age behind the U.S. lines. 

The shooting of boys who were obviously 
terrorised into their espionage by the German 
authorities is in itself scandalous enough, but the 
whole case is made more disgusting by the 
statement of the President of the military court. 
He said: 

“If the German military leaders are under 
the impression that they can escape the con- 
sequences for their acts by hiding behind 
women and boys, they are mistaken.” 

The German generals are given the biggest 
threats, but in reality it is the boys who are 
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AN INCH MORE TO THE 
“LEFT’’? 


The organ of the Soviet Trade Unions which 
has just changed its name from War and the 
Working Class to New Times, published in its 
last issue a fundamental article on patriotism 
which appears to have been specially written for 
foreign consumption. The question is impor- 
tant indeed: what is patriotism for the workers 
and for the communist militant? 


For the communist, says the New Times, his 
duty is clear. His actions as well as his thoughts 
must depend on the position of the Soviet 
Union. The Moscow semi-official organ em- 
phasises this point by taking the example of 
the British and French communist parties which 
were not patriotic before the entry of the 
U.S.S.R. into the war, 


The article in New Times justifies the attach. 
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Minister, created a sensation there. We have 
disclosed in this paper that precisely the same 
campaign exists here. And it has been under 
the direction of Mr. Churchill. If it were 
otherwise, let him dismiss Inspector Whitehead 
and Co. immediately, dissolve the Special (poli- 
tical) Branch of the C.I.D., and order an enquiry 
into the allegations made by a paper friendly 
to him (to which we refer later) that the political 
police devotes its activities to such ‘“‘campaigns 
against Anarchists”, that is, to one of the few 
movements in the country opposing Mr. Chur- 
chill’s war Government. The Special Branch 
in war-time did not spy on the Labour Party 
since it was a partner in the Government and 
a Labour man was in fact the stool-pigeon at 
the head of the Home Office. It operates 
“humanely at first” but is one by one removing 
people likely to be dangerous to the established 
order, either on political grounds or on grounds 
connected with military service or the lack of it. 
We cannot disassociate this from the plans for 
a British Buchenwald at Dartmoor devoted to 
so-called “military offenders” and cleared of 
civilian police and “offenders”—in fact a secret 
centre for mainly political prisoners, often con- 
victed at secret courts-martial. 


BRITAIN’S GESTAPO 


An article in the Sunday Dispatch (27/5/45) 
entitled “Churchill’s Shadow”, gives a descrip- 
tion of the detective-inspector who acts as 
Churchill’s shadow. This gentleman, sustained 
by public funds, is by no means divorced from 
politics. The article begins as follows: 

“Walter H. Thompson is not a name you 
will see very often. But you are seeing pic- 
tures of Walter H. Thompson nearly every 
day; as often, in fact, as you see pictures of 
Mr. Winston Churchill. 

It goes on to say: 

“There is very much more to the constant 
companionship and association of Mr. Chur- 
chill and Detective-Inspector Walter Thomp- 
son than that of statesman and bodyguard.” 

This is very much evidenced by a latter admis- 
sion in the article, namely, that Detective-In- 
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whose lives are devoted to political heresy hunts 
by the lowest forms of human behaviour—spy- 
ing, informing, etc-—and who apparently differ 
from the Gestapo and S.S. only by the fact that 
whereas the latter wear “fancy uniforms and 
pistol holsters prominently displayed” the native 
version carries a rolled umbrella, but as the 
Sunday Dispatch assures us, “As well as the 
rolled umbrella it is true, he carries something 
else, something more lethal. An automatic.” 


Anarchist Group 
in Burnbanis 


An Anarchist Group has now been formed 
at Burnbank, in Lanarkshire. It is called the 
Burnbank Anarchist Group, and the secretary 
is Comrade A. Callaghan, 44, Sempie Street, 
Burnbank. 

In a letter to War Commentary describing 
their activities, our Burnbank comrades say: 

“We are writing to give you some small 
account of our activities and to bring to the 
notice of your readers the fact that there is 
at least one other group of Anarachists. which 
is not usually referred to in War Commen- 
tary. 

“Before, and since the Spanish struggle, 
some of us have been active in the Anarchist 
movement, and since the present war started 
we have opposed conscription in all its forms. 
Propaganda meetings, in co-operation with 
the Glasgow group, have been the biggest part 
of our work, but we also have literature- 
selling campaigns in various part of Lanark- 
shire. 

The Burnbank Group took an active part in 
the agitation which eventually secured the release 
of Seaman John Connor. They have also shown 
great solidarity with the four London Anarc- 
hists, and on the 1st May organised a dance for 
the Freedom Press Defence Fund. At present 
they are widening their activities into Shotts 
and other neighbouring places. 
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authorities is in itself scandalous enough, but the 
whole case is made more disgusting by the 
statement of the President of the military court. 
He said: 
“If the German military leaders are under 
the impression that they can escape the con- 
sequences for their acts by hiding behind 
women and boys, they are mistaken.” 
The German generals are given the biggest 
threats, but in reality it is the boys who are 
shot. Could hypocrisy be more extreme? 

The treatment of spies more than anything 
else shows the complete irrationality of war. If 
these boys had been Americans, they would have 
become national heroes, but as they happen to 
be Germans they are treated as the worst type 
of criminal, and given the maximum sentence 
the worst law can inflict. 


PUBLIC HEALTH? 


The recent revelations by members of the 
A.E.U, have drawn attention once again to the 
appalling conditions which exist in English 
hospitals and sanatoria. 

One of the A.E.U. delegates described con- 
ditions at Moor Park Hospital, North Shields, 
where tuberculosis patients were under treat- 
ment. He said that he had often been depressed 
by slums, “but when I stepped into Moor Park 
Hospital my heart never sank lower. The 
lighting was terrible. My brother was sitting 
hunched up in a bed with a pyjama jacket over 
his head to keep out the draughts. The ward 
was an old wooden building. The floor you 
would have imagined six labourers had been 
swilling it out.” 

The diary of a patient who died in this sana- 
torium revealed a whole series of faults. The 
carelessness of the staff was extreme. There 
was little attention during the night, and the 
only means of calling day or night nurses was 
by shouting. Little attempt was made to stop 
noise in the hospital. Medicine was given in- 
accurately—on one occasion an ounce instead 
of a dram. Once there was no milk because 
Lysol had been mixed in it, and on another 
occasion all the patients refused their meal of 
haddock because it was tainted. 

Another delegate, giving evidence regarding 
Moggerhanger Sanatorium, said that the staff 
were largely recruited from a neighbouring in- 
stitution, and that a proportion of them were 
mentally deficient. “One day a rather portly 
individual who had a bad temper put one of 
the smaller inmates into a drying oven because 
of a small upset that had occurred between 
them. The results would have been tragic if 
someone had not released her in time.” 

For a long time the Government has been 
carrying out a campaign against T.B. If these 
are the results, then no wonder this disease is 
again on the increase. Efficient, clean hospitals, 
nourishing and fresh food, and trained staff who 
are interested in their work and have no cause 
for economic grievances, are the minimum needs 
for the efficient treatment of disease. Instead, 
we have filthy and badly built hospitals, mono- 
tonous and stale food, and staff who are neither 
properly trained nor adequately paid. 
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- 
and for the communist militant? a 

For the communist, says the New Times, his 
duty is clear. His actions as well as his thoughts 
must depend on the position of the Soviet 
Union. The Moscow semi-official organ em- 
phasises this point by taking the example of 
the British and French communist parties which 
were not patriotic before the entry of the 
U.S.S.R. into the war. 

The article in New Times justifies the attach- 
ment, which every worker should feel towards 
the Soviet Union by identifying her with Social- 
ism. 

“If the workers of the world express their 
solidarity with the U.S.S.R.,” writes, in short, 
the New Times, “it is because they want to pre- 
serve a state free from any imperialistic aspira- 
tions, which respects and defends the principles 
of equality and of self-determination of nations, 
It is a patriotic duty to oppose a policy of 
chauvinism and anti-imperialism in the world,” 

This indeed marks a new time for, in other 
words, from to-day onwards Moscow grants its 
permission to our Communists to attack this 
“sacred’’ British Empire which, not so long ago, 
they proclaimed to be one of the bulwarks of 
world peace. 


OUR NEWS SERVICE 


It was rather interesting to note, 
that on the front-page of the People (Sunday, 
3/6/45) there was an “exclusive story” from a 
correspondent in Norway, which gave facts 
that had already appeared in War Commentary 
(which appeared on Saturday, and was actually 
on sale in London on Friday, being printed 
during Wednesday and Thursday). Their article 
was on Norway, and gave facts identical with 
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Nine months ago the workers affected began 
\egotiations, asking for a revision of the output 
yonus scheme; Works and Local Conferences 
‘eferred the matter back as a domestic issue be- 
ween workers and management. A request to 
he management for an interview was completely 
gnored. Repeated attempts by the workers to 
jegotiate within existing agreements between the 
workers and management for the levelling up 
of basic rates of wages were rejected by the 
latter on the grounds of “‘pending redundancy”. 


The indirect-production workers were faced 
with the alternative of continuing to work on 
inadequate wages or withdrawing their labour. 
Uheir unanimous decision was for strike action. 


The management countered by offering to 
eview certain individual cases, an offer which 
was rejected by the strikers as “not a proper 
yasis for Trade Unionists to return to work.” 


MANAGEMENT’S E.W.O. WEAPON 


The next obvious intention of the management 
yf Handley Page’s was if possible to break the 
trike. Their method is quite unique in dis- 
yutes of this kind. They were aware that a 
ubstantial number of production workers would 
dave nothing to do because of the withdrawal 
yf indirect-production labour, so on May 29th, 
wtices were posted in the factory giving four 
lays’ notice of their intention to suspend the 
suaranteed week in accordance with the E.W.O. 
Article 4, para 1 (h). This meant in effect that 
‘ither they must perform the work normally 
lone by their workmates now on strike, that is 
© blackleg, or be sacked. 


‘Trade Union officials interviewed the manage- 
nent and informed them they would not agree 
© their members acting as blacklegs against the 
iirikers, and further objected to the way in 
Nhich the management construed the Essential 
Work Order. The management flatly refused to 
withdraw the notices. 


1. POLICE 
y EXIST 


pector ‘Thompson was attached to the Special 
Branch of the CLD. and a frank admission of 








WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 16th JUNE, 1945. 


LASS WAR CARRIES ON 


Handley 





On June 2nd, the management put an_ulti- 
matum to certain workers, to do the work nor- 
mally done by the people in dispute or be sus- 
pended, In face of this deplorable situation 
the rest of the Handley Page workers came out. 


The strike policy of “‘one out—all out” has 
been endorsed in mass meetings of these aircraft 


- workers. Confronted with the truculence of the 


management the strikers have issued this state- 
ment: “We place the responsibility for this un- 
desired position squarely where it belongs, upon 
the shoulders of the management, who could at 
any time up to June 2nd have shown a more 
conciliatory attitude towards the indirect-pro- 
duction workers. The dispute having been 
forced upon us, we are determined to see the 
thing through, confident of the support and 
understanding of our fellow workers.” 


A continual condition of war, with totali- 
tarian measures to shackle the workers to the 
war machine is one solution to this type of dis- 
pute. If the politicians and industrialists could 
maintain the high production of weapons such as 
the Handley Page factory turns out, the output 
bonus of workers would not fall to the “present 
inadequate level’. 


The price for such economic arrangement 
would be perpetual fascism, introduced by 
Labour and T.U. bosses to strengthen the pre- 
sent economic system of capitalism in which 
they as well as capitalists have achieved for 
themselves a place of distinction. 


The Handley Page strikers are obviously vic- 
tims of Bevin’s repressive Orders. It is reveal- 
ing to recall the T.U. bosses’ statement on 25th 
May, 1940, when after a special conference they 
agreed to support these “emergency measures” 

. “to preserve the power and functions of 


the trades unions and endure the maintenance 
of the hard won rights of the workers”. The 
strikers cannot be expected to share the bosses’ 
indulgence to the author of the totalitarian 
Essential Work Order. 


These strikes serve to illustrate the issues 
before the workers, whether they are prepared to 
prostitute their labours to a system of exploita- 
tion and profit, to surrender their liberty of 
policy and action to politicians and T.U. bosses, 
and to suffer the indignity of dependence on a 
condition of strife and war in order to obtain a 
reasonable standard of life. The alternative is 
for workers to take back into their own hands the 
production of their labours, with a free access 
to all the requirements for an equitable and 
healthy existence, to create with the brain and 
muscle, and make the result of the creative 
labours both a benefit to the personality of the 
individual and a contribution to a free society. 

PRESTON CLEMENTS. 





BRISTOL DOCKERS OUT AGAIN 


For the second time within the relatively short 
space of six months or so, the dockers employed 
at the Avonmouth Docks, Bristol, have success- 
fully resisted attempts by their employers, to 
lower the workers’ wage rates and worsen their 
working conditions. Following hard on the dis- 
pute that occurred last October over the num- 
ber of men per gang for heavy work—a dis- 
pute that lasted a week and involved about 5,000 
dockers from the Avonmouth, Birstol City, and 
Portishead Docks—a new attack has been made 
by the bosses upon the worker’s wage-packet. 
Militant action by the dockers scotched a move 
to depress wage rates by splitting up a cargo 
into two different rates, the Government (opera- 
tional) rate and the commercial rate. 


On Monday, May 28th, the attempt was 
made, on a particular ship, to stop the opera- 
tional rate of 34d. per ton and get the men to 
work the other half of the same cargo at the 
commercial rate of 2d. to 23d. per ton. The 
men working this cargo protested immediately, 
and receiving no satisfaction walked off the job. 
The splendid working-class solidarity at these 
docks is only fully appreciated when we learn 


that not very many minutes elapsed before the 
whale ot. tha.).200. dackare svace hhackina. sm. the 


the men to resume work, pending the inevitable 
negotiations. The dockers did not fall for this 
often-repeated line, for they know full well the 
facts, that the bosses can afford to wait, at the 
workers’ expense, while protracted negotiations 
are carried on indefinitely; that the same nego- 
tiations need boards, committees, etc., which 
provide cushy jobs for union time-servers. The 
strikers stated emphatically that unless they 
were paid a new fixed rate of 34d. per ton for 
all commercial work they would not return to 
work. By this, the men sought first to raise the 
lower rate in order to deprive the bosses of the 
opportunity of using this rate as a means of 
forcing down other rates, and secondly, to de- 
mand the correct rate for the cargo in dispute. 


The following day, the striking dockers again 
rebuffed the pleas of the T.U. officials to return 
to work. The officials were met with angry cries, 
one docker loudly declaiming, “If we are going 
to do operational work, why can’t the bosses 
play the bloody game, and pay us at operational 
rates?” 


Whilst it came as no surprise to many of the 
dockers who have for long been under no illu- 
sion as to the true role of the T.U. bureaucrats, 


entirely as the result of the men refusing to 
honour an agreement reached by the constituted 
negotiating machinery of the port.” So runs 
the joint effort of the modern Pilates as they 
try to pass the buck, but the workers are not so 
easily fooled by such tricks. The bosses and 
their lackeys will stoop to even worse methods 
than these, when strike action threatens in- 
creasingly the profits of the bosses and the soft 
jobs: of the Union office-holders. 

The next day found the majority of the 
workers determined to carry on the fight. The 
dockers nailed the lie of the above statement by 
tracing step by step the events that led up to 
the strike, and pointed out that it always takes 
two to make a dispute. In the words of one of 
the dockers, “The fault does not lie with us. 
The employers are just being pig-headed about 
this business. It stands to reason that if we do 
operational work we should be paid the proper 
money for it.” To these men the issue was 
clear and simple, it was sheer robbery to de- 
prive them of their just due; all talk of “agree- 
ments” and “constituted negotiating machinery” 
was legal chicanery served up to endorse a bare- 
faced theft. 

At a meeting on Thursday morning, after 


vas rejected by the strikers as “not a proper 
sis for ‘Trade Unionists to return to work.” 


MANAGEMENT’S E.W.O. WEAPON 


The next obvious intention of the management 
{ Handley Page’s was if possible to break the 
trike. Their method is quite unique in dis- 
utes of this kind. They were aware that a 
ubstantial number of production workers would 
ive nothing to do because of the withdrawal 
f indirect-production labour, so on May 29th, 
tices were posted in the factory giving four 
flys’ notice of their intention to suspend the 
uaranteed week in accordance with the E.W.O. 
\tticle 4, para 1 (h). This meant in effect that 
ither they must perform the work normally 
one by their workmates now on strike, that is 
» blackleg, or be sacked. 


Trade Union officials interviewed the manage- 
1ent and informed them they would not agree 
) their members acting as blacklegs against the 
irikers, and further objected to the way in 
hich the management construed the Essential 
York Order. The management flatly refused to 
ithdraw the notices. 





s POLICE 
/ EXIST 


sector LThompson was attached to the Special 
ranch of the C.I.D. and a frank admission of 
1c duties attached to it, revealed by the follow- 
ig paragraph: 

“Only once has Churchill travelled during 
this war without Thompson. ‘That was when 
the Prime Minister went to Germany this 
year and crossed the Rhine. For there was 
an inviolable rule in force then—no civilians 
allowed across the German frontier. 

“And Detective-Inspector Walter H. Thomp- 
son, in spite of his lifelong work at Special 
Branch—tracking down and arresting Ger- 
man spies in the last war, campaigns against 
man, spies in the last war, campaigns against 
Anarchists, and all the varied work that de- 
partment undertakes—was and is, just a civil- 
jan, unlike Hitler’s, and Mussolini’s, and 
Goring’s shadows and bodyguards of the 
Gestapo, S.S., and the like, with their fancy 
uniforms and pistol holsters prominently dis- 
played.” 

(Our italics). 
Out of our pay packets every week, for which 
many cases we have to sweat blood, we are 
tectly robbed by a legal swindle in order to 
ep in comfort these ferrets, wholly un- 
‘le to understand the doctrine of free speech, 
hose lives are devoted to political heresy hunts 
' the lowest forms of human behaviour—spy- 
4%, informing, etc.—and who apparently differ 
om the Gestapo and S.S. only by the fact that 
hereas the latter wear “fancy uniforms and 
stol holsters prominently displayed” the native 
rsion carries a rolled umbrella, but as the 
inday Dispatch assures us, “As well as the 
lled umbrella it is true, he carries something 
i, something more lethal. An automatic.” 
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BRISTOL DOCKERS OUT AGAIN | 


For the second time within the relatively short 
space of six months or so, the dockers employed 
at the Avonmouth Docks, Bristol, have success- 
fully resisted attempts by their employers, to 
lower the workers’ wage rates and worsen their 
working conditions. Following hard on the dis- 
pute that occurred last October over the num- 
ber of men per gang for heavy work—a dis- 
pute that lasted a week and involved about 5,000 
dockers from the Avonmouth, Birstol City, and 
Portishead Docks—a new attack has been made 
by the bosses upon the worker’s wage-packet. 
Militant action by the dockers scotched a move 
to depress wage rates by splitting up a cargo 
into two different rates, the Government (opera- 
tional) rate and the commercial rate. 


On Monday, May 28th, the attempt was 
made, on a particular ship, to stop the opera- 
tional rate of 34d. per ton and get the men to 
work the other half of the same cargo at the 
commercial rate of 2d. to 24d. per ton. The 
men working this cargo protested immediately, 
and receiving no satisfaction walked off the job. 
The splendid working-class solidarity at these 
docks is only fully appreciated when we learn 
that not very many minutes elapsed before the 
whole of the 1,200 dockers were backing up the 
strike action of their comrades. Work on all 
the ships in the dock, with the exception of 
hospital ships, ceased at once. 


Union officials, of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, Dockers Section, performed 
their time-honoured role of trying to persuade 


the men to resume work, pending the inevitable 
negotiations. The dockers did not fall for this 
often-repeated line, for they know full well the 
facts, that the bosses can afford to wait, at the 
workers’ expense, while protracted negotiations 
are carried on indefinitely; that the same nego- 
tiations need boards, committees, etc., which 
provide cushy jobs for union time-servers. The 
strikers stated emphatically that unless they 
were paid a new fixed rate of 34d. per ton for 
all commercial work they would not return to 
work. By this, the men sought first to raise the 
lower rate in order to deprive the bosses of the 
opportunity of using this rate as a means of 
forcing down other rates, and secondly, to de- 
mand the correct rate for the cargo in dispute. 


The following day, the striking dockers again 
rebuffed the pleas of the T.U. officials to return 
to work. The officials were met with angry cries, 
one docker loudly declaiming, “If we are going 
to do operational work, why can’t the bosses 
play the bloody game, and pay us at operational 
rates?” 


Whilst it came as no surprise to many of the 
dockers who have for long been under no illu- 
sion as to the true role of the T.U. bureaucrats, 
large numbers of genuine union men were sick- 
ened by the tactics of the “Unholy Alliance” of 
Employers Association and the Union officials, 
when they jointly issued a statement which 
placed the whole blame of the dispute upon the 
strikers. This infamous statement includes this 
passage: “The stoppage is unofficial and arises 





entirely as the result of the men refusing to 
honour an agreement reached by the constituted 
negotiating machinery of the port.” So runs 
the joint effort of the modern. Pilates as they 
try to pass the buck, but the workers are not so 
easily fooled by such tricks. The bosses and 
their lackeys will stoop to even worse methods 
than these, when strike action threatens in- 
creasingly the profits of the bosses and the soft 
jobs of the Union office-holders. 

The next day found the majority of the 
workers determined to carry on the fight. The 
dockers nailed the lie of the above statement by 
tracing step by step the events that led up to 
the strike, and pointed out that it always takes 
two to make a dispute. In the words of one of 
the dockers, “The fault does not lie with us. 
The employers are just being pig-headed about 
this business. It stands to reason that if we do 
operational work we should be paid the proper 
money for it.” To these men the issue was 
clear and simple, it was sheer robbery to de- 
prive them of their just due; all talk of “agree- 
ments” and “constituted negotiating machinery” 
was legal chicanery served up to endorse a bare- 
faced theft. 

At a meeting on Thursday morning, after 
being on strike three days, the dockers decided 
to return to work, having received an assurance 
that the subsequent negotiations would take only 
four days. The dockers have won at least a 
partial victory, in forcing the speeding up of the 
negotiations, and have again demonstrated suc- 
cessfully the use of direct action, 








Anarchist Commentary 


GERMAN BOYS SHOT 


At the end of May two boys, aged 16 and 
17, were shot at Wiesbaden by the American 
Army for espionage. The boys said that they 
had been confined in a Hitler Youth disciplinary 
camp, and had been given a chance to rehabili- 
tate themselves if they volunteered for espion- 
age behind the U.S. lines. 

The shooting of boys who were obviously 
terrorised into their espionage by the German 
authorities is in itself scandalous enough, but the 
whole case is made more disgusting by the 
statement of the President of the military court. 
He said: 

“Tf the German military leaders are under 
the impression that they can escape the con- 
sequences for their acts by hiding behind 
women and boys, they are mistaken.” 

The German generals are given the biggest 
threats, but in reality it is the boys who are 
shot. Could hypocrisy be more extreme? 

The treatment of spies more than anvthing 


AN INCH MORE TO THE 
“LEFT’’? 


The organ of the Soviet Trade Unions which 
has just changed its name from War and the 
Working Class to New Times, published in its 
last issue a fundamental article on patriotism 
which appears to have been specially written for 
foreign consumption. The question is impor- 
tant indeed: what is patriotism for the workers 
and for the communist militant? 


For the communist, says the New Times, his 
duty is clear. His actions as well as his thoughts 
must depend on the position of the Soviet 
Union. The Moscow semi-official organ em- 
phasises this point by taking the example of 
the British and French communist parties which 
were not patriotic before the entry of the 
U.S.S.R. into the war. 

The article in New Times justifies the attach- 
ment, which every worker should feel towards 


those we gave on Germany in the article, 
“Inside Germany”, 


It might seem strange that a journal the size 
of this, with no paid staff and no profits, could 
race the People, with an enormous circulation, 
highly paid war correspondents, and a big firm 
(Odhams Press) behind it, but the scoop is easily 
explained by the reason that our facts came 
direct from soldiers actually on the spot. The 
Press Lords send their correspondents out to 
collect facts. But the man on the spot actually 


concerned can always scoop the professional 
reporter. 


There is a moral in this for all our worker 
readers which they ought to take advantage of, 
in regard to strikes and other industrial disputes. 
These are fantastically misreported in the Press. 
We often do not give details rather than rely on 
the information given out by the capitalist press, 
invariably lying and incorrect. Moreover, even 
if (an unlikely if) it wanted to be sympathetic it 


Sel at iti 
hose lives are devoted to political heresy hunts 
) the lowest forms of human behaviour—spy- 
g, informing, etc—and who apparently differ 
om the Gestapo and S.S. only by the fact that 
hereas the latter wear “fancy uniforms and 
stol holsters prominently displayed” the native 
sion carries a rolled umbrella, but as the 
unday Dispatch assures us, “As well as the 
led umbrella it is true, he carries something 
se, something more lethal. An automatic.” 





fmarchist Group 
n Burnbank 


An Anarchist Group has now been formed 
Burnbank, in Lanarkshire. It is called the 
urnbank Anarchist Group, and the secretary 
Comrade A. Callaghan, 44, Sempie Street, 
irnbank. 

In a letter to War Commentary describing 
cir activities, our Burnbank comrades say: 

“We are writing to give you some small 
account of our activities and to bring to the 
notice of your readers the fact that there is 
at least one other group of Anarachists. which 
is not usually referred to in War Commen- 
tary. 

“Before, and since the Spanish struggle, 

some of us have been active in the Anarchist 
movement, and since the present war started 
we have opposed conscription in all its forms. 
Propaganda meetings, in co-operation with 
the Glasgow group, have been the biggest part 
of our work, but we also have literature- 
selling campaigns in various part of Lanark- 
shire. 
The Burnbank Group took an active part in 
¢ agitation which eventually secured the release 
Seaman John Connor. They have also shown 
eat solidarity with the four London Anarc- 
sts, and on the Ist May organised a dance for 
e Freedom Press Defence Fund. At present 
ey are widening their activities into Shotts 
d other neighbouring places. 
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authorities 18 in itself scandalous enough, but the 
whole case is made more disgusting by the 
statement of the President of the military court. 
He said: 

“Tf the German military leaders are under 
the impression that they can escape the con- 
sequences for their acts by hiding behind 
women and boys, they are mistaken.” 

The German generals are given the biggest 
threats, but in reality it is the boys who are 
shot. Could hypocrisy be more extreme? 

The treatment of spies more than anything 
else shows the complete irrationality of war. If 
these boys had been Americans, they would have 
become national heroes, but as they happen to 
be Germans they are treated as the worst type 
of criminal, and given the maximum sentence 
the worst law can inflict. 


PUBLIC HEALTH? 


The recent revelations by members of the 
A.E.U. have drawn attention once again to the 
appalling conditions which exist in English 
hospitals and sanatoria. 

One of the A.E.U. delegates described con- 
ditions at Moor Park Hospital, North Shields, 
where tuberculosis patients were under treat- 
ment. He said that he had often been depressed 
by slums, “but when I stepped into Moor Park 
Hospital my heart never sank lower. The 
lighting was terrible. My brother was sitting 
hunched up in a bed with a pyjama jacket over 
his head to keep out the draughts. The ward 
was an old wooden building. The floor you 
would have imagined six labourers had been 
swilling it out.” 

The diary of a patient who died in this sana- 
torium revealed a whole series of faults. The 
carelessness of the staff was extreme. There 
was little attention during the night, and the 
only means of calling day or night nurses was 
by shouting. Little attempt was made to stop 
noise in the hospital. Medicine was given in- 
accurately—on one occasion an ounce instead 
of a dram. Once there was no milk because 
Lysol had been mixed in it, and on another 
occasion all the patients refused their meal of 
haddock because it was tainted. 

Another delegate, giving evidence regarding 
Moggerhanger Sanatorium, said that the staff 
were largely recruited from a neighbouring in- 
stitution, and that a proportion of them were 
mentally deficient. “One day a rather portly 
individual who had a bad temper put one of 
the smaller inmates into a drying oven because 
of a small upset that had occurred between 
them. The results would have been tragic if 
someone had not released her in time.” 

For a long time the Government has been 
carrying out a campaign against T.B. If these 
are the results, then no wonder this disease is 
again on the increase. Efficient, clean hospitals, 
nourishing and fresh food, and trained staff who 
are interested in their work and have no cause 
for economic grievances, are the minimum needs 
for the efficient treatment of disease. Instead, 
we have filthy and badly built hospitals, mono- 
tonous and stale food, and staff who are neither 
properly trained nor adequately paid. 
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and for the communist militant? k 

For the communist, says the New Times, his 
duty is clear. His actions as well as his thoughts 
must depend on the position of the Soviet 
Union. The Moscow semi-official organ em- 
phasises this point by taking the example of 
the British and French communist parties which 
were not patriotic before the entry of the 
U.S.S.R. into the war. 

The article in New Times justifies the attach- 
ment, which every worker should feel towards 
the Soviet Union by identifying her with Social- 
ism. 


“If the workers of the world express their 
solidarity with the U.S.S.R.,” writes, in short, 
the New Times, “‘it is because they want to pre- 
serve a state free from any imperialistic aspira- 
tions, which respects and defends the principles 
of equality and of self-determination of nations. 
It is a patriotic duty to oppose a policy of 
chauvinism and anti-imperialism in the world.” 


This indeed marks a new time for, in other 
words, from to-day onwards Moscow grants its 
permission to our Communists to attack this 
“sacred” British Empire which, not so long ago, 
they proclaimed to be one of the bulwarks of 
world peace. 


OUR NEWS SERVICE 


It was rather interesting to note, 
that on the front-page of the People (Sunday, 
3/6/45) there was an “exclusive story” from a 
correspondent in Norway, which gave facts 
that had already appeared in War Commentary 
(which appeared on Saturday, and was actually 
on sale in London on Friday, being printed 
during Wednesday and Thursday). Their article 
was on Norway, and gave facts identical with 
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collect facts. But the man on the spot actually 


concerned can always scoop the professional 
reporter. 


There is a moral in this for all our worker 
readers which they ought to take advantage of, 
in regard to strikes and other industrial disputes. 
These are fantastically misreported in the Press. 
We often do not give details rather than rely on 
the information given out by the capitalist press, 
invariably lying and incorrect. Moreover, even 
if (an unlikely if) it wanted to be sympathetic it 
could not be, because how can a professional 
journalist know the problems concerned? Even 
if (an unlikely if) we sent out professionals to 
collect information, they would be in the same 
predicament—even if they had formerly been 
workers they would not have the experience re- 
quired in all the industries concerned. No. The 
correspondents we want on industrial matters 
are the men on the job, who alone can furnish 
the real information required. This has often 
been the case. We have often been able to do 
this by reason of the co-operation of our com- 
rades in the strike itself. Most particularly, our 
major achievement was the special supplement 
last year entirely devoted to the Lanarkshire 
strike. No other paper has ever published any- 
thing near so detailed, either for or against an 
industrial stoppage, since 1926. 


The people who can describe conditions on: 
the job and the true facts of strikes, are the 
people actually on the job and actually partici- 
pating in the strikes. That is the job we ask 
you to get down to, build a team of worker 
correspondents, and without any salaries we shall 
have for a working-class newspaper a news ser- 
vice equal to and better than anything like 
the Express News Service or such highly paid 
teams of the millionaire press. The fact that 
our “Inside Germany” story scooped the front 
page news of one of the most read Sunday news- 
papers is not coincidental; it is due to the 
solid co-operation of the comrades concerned. 
It heralds the gradual transformation of this 
fortnightly magazine into a weekly newspaper. 
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us hierarchies of gods, saints, archangels, 
s, cherubims, devils, demons, ghosts, hob- 
1s and other taradiddles and fol-de-rols in 
ay depended upon a rational understanding 
1e dogmas of christianity. No indeed! 
divine mysteries of the christian faith were 
shrouded in a permanent and impenetra- 
og for the ordinary mortal: in fact, the 
application of his faculties of reasoning 
inalysis to the claims and taboos of chris- 
y would in itself render him gravely liable 
charge of heresy with its attendant punish- 


e truth of religion was declared in advance 
unassailable by its professional exponents, 
to enforce the peoples’ acceptance of the 
ch every means was used to coerce them 
support, or at least passive toleration, of its 
es. Just as physical obedience was en- 
1 by the threat of rack or flames, so mental 
ence was ensured by the fact that reason 
nly tolerated in so far as it applied itself 
e task of justifying and elaborating the 
ch’s dogmas. 

en, in the XVIIIth century came the down- 
yf God. In the prolonged battles of that 
etween the established Church and the new 





Y FROM THE BELLY 

nator John Overton (Louisania—Demo- 
formally complained in the U.S. Senate 
the quality of the menu in the Senate 
irant. 

haven’t been able to get a steak sandwich 
chicken sandwich in quite a while,” he 


want to know what we’re going to do 
At 

Glasgow Evening Times, 24/5/45. 
t is Senator Overton doing about starv- 
turope ? 


4AT? NO GOVERNMENT! 


th is being landed in great quantity at 
points round our coast. There is fish at 
sby, fish at Stornoway, fish everywhere 
t where fish should be—in the shops. We 
the trawlers and the fishermen and the fish 
rything to end the fish queue and ease the 
wife’s burden; everything except the energy 
enterprise in Whitehall to transfer the fish 
the quayside to the housewife’s larder. So 
led is the situation that fishermen may be 
J to resort to the criminal folly of throw- 
1eir catches back into the sea! 

Daily Mirror, 26/5/45. 


ction to Anarchism: “You must have a 
srnment; if not how could fish be sent 
- Grimby to the housewives?” 
ction here over-ruled by Daily Mirror 
rial. 


TENTE CORDIALE 


loved the sight of the hammer and sickle 

ting proudly over Lombard Street . . .” 
Financial News, Stock Exchange 
Correspondent. 


——— ease ® a ee 


Ses ee es. 
chist. For he had committed the unpardonable 
sin in the eyes of society, he had asserted his 
will to freedom and his negation of all authority; 
consequently the most strenuous efforts of the 
State were reserved to oppose and suppress the 
dangerous heresy of anarchism. 

With the gradual degeneration of the capitalist 
system, authority found it necessary to combat 
more fiercely still this idea of absolute freedom 
(in reality the only freedom) which had budded 
and flowered in the anarchist movement and 
presented an increasingly menacing alternative 
to the weed-bed of authoritarian society. As 
the effeteness and retrogressive nature of capital- 
ist economy became more and more transparent, 
despite all efforts at camouflage by the ruling 
classes, it was clearly perceived by statesmen 
and politicians that something more was needed 
to bolster up people’s slowly waning confidence 
in the inevitability of the governmental system. 


COO yee 


Divine Leaders 


“In human form do men create their gods 
and with human qualities do they endow them, 
that so no sphere of man’s activity may be out- 
lawed from divine sanction.” With exactly 
similar aims to those of the creators of religions, 


Throu 





TEST FOR A NATION 


England were surprised and often outplayed 
in their Soccer match with France at Wembley, 
the first international match with a Continental 
team in this country since before the war. They 
opposed Frenchmen who played great football 
and at the same time enthused into the game a 
spirit and dash symbolising a new-born nation. 

Sunday Times, 27/5/45. 


STALIN'S FIFTH COLUMN 


The American Communists seem to be on the 
point of making another of their familiar drama- 
tic reversals of policy. 


mS BARD Y RAN NS BRM. Uh” 


Winston Churchill and other politicians, in 
an endeavour to stampede the public into sup- 
port for one political band wagon or the other, 
are warning us that at some future date we may 
see the establishment of a British Gestapo. 

These accusations from one group and pro- 
testations of innocent intentions from the other, 
are simply dope for the electorate and a deliber- 
ate perversion of incontrovertible fact. We are 
well aware of the trickery and perfidiousness of 
politicians, but we would have thought the recent 
Disaffection Trial of the Anarchists at the Old 
Bailey, revealing the firmly established Political 
Police organisation, too fresh in the public 
memory for this duplicity. 


The political police have been active for a 
considerable time, certainly during the period 
when Bevin, Churchill, Morrison and company 
were collaborating together in the government. 
The suggestion that the British Gestapo are 
operating without the knowledge of the govern- 
ment, is ludicrous to the extreme, although it is 
only on such occasions as the Old Bailey trial 
in April last that this ominous body is brought 
into public view. 


For the enlightenment of the ‘innocent’ poli- 
ticians and deluded public, we publish further 
details of the activities of the political police. 


1. From Lancs. a man informs us that a 
police sergeant and detective visited him, sub- 
jected. him to questioning, threatenings and in- 
sults” for 15 minutes, because he distributed 
Peace News. 


2. A timber worker was given notice to quit, 
after his employers had received a visit from the 
police, who informed them that this man was 
a known Anarchist. The comrade immediately 
downed tools. 

3. An R.A.F. sergeant: “I am subjected to 
censorship and believe it or not, political cen- 
sorship.” 

4. St. Albans. “These objectionable people 
(police) trail around my old digs and former 
employers making enquiries. It would not be 
so bad if they would venture into the open.” 


5. An insurance worker lost her job, after 
interference from the gestapo, who “were making 
routine enquiries’ concerning her Anarchist 
activities. 





gh the Press 


BEHIND THE SLOGANS— 
"RE-EDUCATION" 


Brigadier-General R. A. McClure, head of the 
Psychological Warfare Division at S-HUAEF. 
declared: 

“Our policy has been expressed by General 
Eisenhower, who stated that a free Press and a 
free flow of information and ideas should prevail 
in Germany . . . He emphasised, however, that 
there can be no restoration of a free German 
Press in Germany until the elimination of the 
Nazis and the military influence has been com- 
pleted.” 
Yorkshire Post, 26/5/45. 





V.D. IN AUSTRALIA 


The N.S.W. Minister of Health, Mr. Kelly, 
has announced that the Government is shortly 
to launch a campaign against venereal disease 
which would, for the first time, employ Press, 
radio, films, public lectures and giant hoarding 
posters. 

Mr. Kelly said that records showed that one 
in 10 of the population became infected with 
venereal disease between birth and the age of 
50, and that to-day incidence of the disease 
among N.S.W. women had never been higher. 

The Standard (N.Z.), 8/3/45. 
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NOT 


Pravda, 8/6/45 
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PROPHET-I 


Suleiman Mur 
indignant when { 
God. He simply 
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